	

	


E-News September 2006
Here is your update on the TACA (TALK ABOUT CURING AUTISM) Group for September 2006 - #1. As always, email your thoughts and/or questions. I want to make this e-newsletter informative for you. Let me know your thoughts on how I can improve it.
If this email is NEW to you and you don't recognize the name... WELCOME! These emails happen two to four times a month for the Southern California autism support group called TACA. As always, email your thoughts and/or questions to tacanow@cox.net. I want to make this e-newsletter informative for you. Let me know your thoughts on how I can improve it.
Talk About Curing Autism (TACA) provides general information of interest to the autism community. The information comes from a variety of sources and TACA does not independently verify any of it. The views expressed herein are not necessarily TACA’s. We focus on parent information and support, parent mentoring, dietary intervention, the latest in medical research, special education law, reviews of the latest treatments, and many other topics relating to Autism. Our main goal is to build our community so we can connect, share and support each other. TACA has an official web site at: www.tacanow.com
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	Upcoming TACA Costa Mesa Meeting Schedule: 

	 

 

October 14, 2006:
3rd Annual RECOVERED CHILDREN & THEIR PARENTS MEETING 
 

· Time: 1-4pm 

· Location: Vineyard Newport Church 

· Costs: FREE 

· RSVP Required: NO – just come own down! 

October 21, 2006:
TACA New Parent Seminar 
 

· Time: 9 am-4 pm 

· Location:  Vineyard Newport Church 

· Costs: $28 per person, $45 per couple – 
THIS IS THE LAST NEW PARENT SEMINAR FOR 2006! 

· For detailed agenda & registration information – please see: http://www.tacanow.com/parent_seminar.htm  

· To register online please see: http://www.tacanow.com/shop.htm
RSVP Required:  YES 

November 11, 2006:
Speech Therapy 
 

· Time: 1-4pm 

· Location: Vineyard Newport Church 

· Costs: FREE 

· RSVP Required: NO – just come own down! 

November 18, 2006:
TACA Parent Education Seminar Series featuring DONNA WILLIAMS! 
 

Join amazing author (Nobody Nowhere, Somebody Somewhere, Autism – An Inside Out Approach, Like Color to the Blind – to name a few!) and adult with autism for an amazing lecture. Don’t miss this amazing event! This is Donna’s first trip and talk in the U.S. in almost 10 years! 

· Time: 2 pm-5 pm 

· Location:  Vineyard Newport Church 

· Costs: $15 per person PRIOR TO NOVEMBER 10th, $20 per person AFTER NOVEMBER 11 th and on-site registration 

· To register online please see: http://www.tacanow.com/shop.htm
RSVP Required:  YES 

December 9, 2006:
4th Annual School District Roundtable Meeting 
 

· Time: 1-4pm 

· Location: Vineyard Newport Church 

· Costs: FREE 

· RSVP Required:  YES – please RSVP to tacanow@cox.net with your name, child’s age & school district name – ENTRANCE TO THIS MEETING IS NOT ALLOWED WITHOUT YOUR RSVP. ONLY TACA PARENTS CAN ATTEND THIS MEETING. 



All Meetings at The Vineyard: 102 E. Baker, Costa Mesa, CA [

 HYPERLINK "http://www.tacanow.com/groups_location.htm" \t "_blank" click here to find a meeting

 HYPERLINK "http://www.tacanow.com/groups_location.htm" \t "_blank" ] 
(Please do not contact the church for meeting details. They have graciously offered use of their facility, but are not affiliated with TACA.) And remember, we are still a non-faith based group!

Directions:
405 FWY South, Exit Bristol 
Right on Bristol 
Left on Baker 
Go under FREEWAY. 
The Vineyard Church is on the corner just after the freeway - turn left onto the freeway access road, 
make FIRST right into the Vineyard's parking lot.



	 




	 
	TACA Has 7 California Meeting Locations: 

	 

 

Costa Mesa: 
· Meets: 2nd Saturday of each month 

· More Info: (info in item #1 for meeting topics and details) CLICK HERE TO FIND A MEETING 
West Hills:
· Meets: Typically meets the 1st Sunday of each month 

· Time: 7:00pm-9:00pm 

· Location: Jumping Genius – 22750 Roscoe Blvd West Hills, CA 
(the corner of Roscoe Blvd & Fallbrook Ave) 

· Information: Please contact Moira Giammatteo at moira@netzero.net or Cathy Beier at cgbeier@earthlink.net 

· Child Care: This is not offered at this time, sorry. Because of liability insurance limitations of the donated facility, there are no exceptions to this policy, we are sorry. 

· Sunday - October 1, 2006 – 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. - 
SPEAKER: Dr. Geoff Radoff
TOPIC: Biomedical Treatment of Autism using the DAN! Methodology and Homeopathics 

· Sunday – November 5, 2006 – 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
SPEAKER: Erica Roest from Autism Behavioral Consultants -
TOPIC: How to Incorporate Social Skills & Peers into your ABA program 

San Diego:
· Meets: Typically meets the fourth Tuesday of each month 

· Time: 6:30 pm-9:00 pm 

· Info: restepp@sbcglobal.net 

· Location: Rancho Bernardo Community Presbyterian Church - 17010 Pomerado Road, 
San Diego, CA 92128 - Skylight East and West rooms 

· Note: We have no affiliation to the church, so please do not contact them regarding our group 

· Information: Please contact Becky Estepp restepp@sbcglobal.net 

· Child Care: We are sorry – this free service is no longer available 

· September 26 --Dr. Kurt Woeller "Supplements--What are they? What they do and how they can help your ASD child---A DAN doctor's perspective 

· October 24, 2006  Starting the biomedical journey 
Presented by: Lisa Ackerman 
Biomedical treatments for autism spectrum disorders can be a confusing addition to traditional therapies. This seminar will cover: 

· Why you should consider biomedical treatments 

· How to start 

· What to look for 

· What is available as an option 

· How are these treatments paid for 

This seminar will be presented by a parent – not a doctor – in hopes of providing some suggestions and insight for other parents with children on the spectrum 

Corona:
· Meets: Meets the 3rd Saturday of each month 

· Time: 1:30–4:30 p.m. 

· Location: Peppermint Ridge - 825 Magnolia Avenue, Corona CA  92883 

· Information: Please contact Tami Duncan via email at TACAInlandEmpire@aol.com 

· Child Care: This is not offered at this time, sorry. 

· September 16, 2006 from 1:30 - 4:30 – Speaker: Tim Adams - Special Education Attorney from Roberts & Adams - Topic- "Avoiding common pitfalls in the IEP meeting" 

· October, 21 2006 from 1:30 - 4:30 – Speaker: Susan Hollar, MS CCC – RDI (r) Program Certified Consultant Pediatric Speech Language Pathologist - Topic - Relationship Development Intervention in Autism 

· November 18, 2006 from 1:30 - 4:30 – Speaker: Dr. Kurt Woeller, D.O. - DAN (Defeat Autism Now! Practitioner) Topic - Advanced Biomedical Interventions for Autism - Chelation, HBOT, anti-viral therapy, etc. 

· December 16, 2006 - End of the year potluck - details to be announced 

Torrance:
· Meets: Meets the 3rd Monday of each month 

· Location: Whole Foods Market - 2655 Pacific Coast Hiway - Torrance (@ the Rolling Hills Shopping Center) 

· Time: 6:30 - 9:00 p.m. 

· Information: Please contact Beth Mulholland via email at bethandkenm@msn.com 

· Childcare: This is not offered at this time, sorry. 

· September 18th, Karen DeFelice, Enzyme-Autism Presentation 

· October 16th, Dr. Schummer, ADD Treatment Center, Recent advances in treatment of children with autism utilizing neurofeedback 

· November 20th, DAN Doctor, Dr. Geoff Radoff 

Visalia:
· Meets: 3rd Wednesday of month 

· Time: 6:00-6:30 pm “Happy Hour” with GFCF Snacks & Coffee for Support
6:30-8:30 pm is the education portion with a speaker 

· Location: (Tulare County) Kaweah Delta Multi-Service Center Auditorium, 402 W. Acequia, Visalia. 

· Information: Please contact Lynne Arnold via email at lsarnold@earthlink.net 

· Childcare: We are sorry, this is not offered at this time. 

Santa Rosa:
· Meets: 2nd Tuesday of each month 

· NEW LOCATION: Family Resource Center 
1425 Corporate Center Parkway , Santa Rosa, CA – 707-524-6677 
· Time: 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

· For more info: Cathy Ference – email Cathy.Ference@KJMAIL.COM 

· Childcare: This is not offered at this time, sorry. 

· Note: Parents are welcome to bring their little ones. Katie from the Swain Center will come to the Sept/Oct meetings to help with the children - then she will be off to have her own little one! 



	 




	 
	TACA Calendar Quick View 

	JULY 2006 
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
1 
2 
West Hills Meeting 
3 
4 
5 

6 
7 
8 
Costa Mesa Meeting: 
Autism One Conference Review 

9 
10 
11 
Santa Rosa Meeting 
12
Foothill Autism Presents Recreational Opportunities for Children with Special Needs 
13 
14 
15 
Corona Meeting: 
Gene Hurwin - Big Fun Therapy 
16 
17 
Torrance Meeting 
------------- 
Special Evening Event - Author Stephen Shore
18 
19 
Visalia Meeting: 
Tim Adams 
20 
4 day, interactive workshop for educators and clinicians on
best practices in educating children and adolescents 
with Asperger's Disorder
21 
22 

23
24
25 
San Diego Meeting: 
Laura Sylvester and “The Autism One Conference
26 

27 
2 day Future Horizons Autism and Asperger's Syndrome Conference - 
San Diego 
28
29 
30 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2006 
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
 
 
 
 
 
1 
2 
3
West Hills Meeting 
4 
5
6 
7 
8 
9
Costa Mesa Meeting
10 
11 
12
Santa Rosa Meeting 
13
14 
15
A Two-Day Workshop On Facilitated Communication 
16
Corona Meeting 
17 
TACA 3rd Annual Picnic 
18
Torrance Meeting 
19
20
Visalia Meeting
-------------
Monthly Pump It Up 
21 
CRIMSON CENTER - Perspectives on Autism 
22 
23
24 
25 
26
San Diego Meeting 
27 
28
29 
30 
31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OCTOBER 2006 
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
1 
West Hills Meeting 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
Santa Rosa Meeting 
11 
12 
13 
14 
Costa Mesa Meeting
------------- Orange County Walk
15 
16 
Torrance Meeting 
17 
18 
Visalia Meeting 
19 
20 
The Help Group Summit 
21
Corona Meeting 
------------- 
TACA New Parent Seminar 
22 
23 
24 
San Diego Meeting 
25 
Monthly Pump It Up 
26 
27 
28
29 
30 
31 
 
 
 
 





	2. Announcement
	The TACA Picnic Almost Sold Out! 

	SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
Last few days to register for the 3rd Annual Picnic
Only 300 tickets left… 
Picnic Summary: 
TACA (Talk About Curing Autism) is a California based not for profit support group for families affected by Autism.  TACA has arranged a  3rd family picnic with fun filled activities and food for families with a focus on a kid friendly environment.  This picnic is TACA’s third annual fundraiser and social event to gather families, help build autism awareness and raise much needed funds for annual budgeted efforts.

Location Information:
· Date: Sunday, September 17, 2006   

· Picnic Time: 11:00 am to   3 :00 pm 

· Location: Hidden Valley / Camp James – Immediately next to Wild Rivers in Irvine
At Irvine Center Drive & Lion Country off the 405 Freeway
Address:  8790 Irvine Center Drive – Irvine, CA 92618 

· IMPORTANT NOTE: FORE MORE TICKETS YOU MUST REGISTER THRU TACA FOR THIS SPECIAL EVENT!  

Ticket Information:
· Additional tickets can be purchased for this event. Costs are: $15 per each adult / $10 per each child 

· Tickets should be acquired for all family members over the age of 3 years. Adults are considered over 18 years of age. 

· No tickets will be mailed to you . You will check in the day of the event at the registration table and receive your information package, burger tickets (for the number of paid registrations), park map, and picnic activity schedule. 

· If you require additional tickets it is recommended to purchase them ahead of time at the www.tacanow.org SHOP TACA link. We do expect this event to sell out .    

Parking Information:
· The TACA Picnic is next to Wild Rivers in the back of the Verizon Ampitheater parking lot closest to the freeway. For your convenience please follow the TACA Picnic signs. 

· Parking IS NOW FREE ($8 per car savings) 

FREE Activities included as part of your admission fee will include:
· In-n-Out burger trailer ( 1 burger per each paid registration) 

· Gluten free / casein free BBQ with hot dogs and chicken with GFCF buns. Other snacks, drinks, sides will also be provided. 

· Carnival type rides which include: classic carousel, Kids Swing Chairs, Lady Bug Ride, Roc-o-plane and Balloon Artist. 

· Other fun activities:  extra large bounce house, bubble machines, Jungle-rama, Mist Machine, Miniature Golf, & Sidewinder Rock Wall. 

· Traditional picnic games including: softball, volleyball, horseshoes, basketball, Ping pong, pool table, foosball & soccer 

· GREAT DEALS ON VALUABLE PRODUCTS & SERVICES IN TACA’s SILENT AUCTION & Raffle of great family & unique items!! 

· A special appearance by TEAM VICO!  Rock and roll music with a twist for our kids! For more info – www.teamvico.org 

· Big Fun Gymnastics will be there with a portable gym, obstacle course, and friendly/amazing staff! (From 11am – 3pm) 

· Play with your TACA friends! 

SPONSORSHIP OF THIS SPECIAL EVENT: 
It is important to note Sponsorship opportunities for this special event are still available! Sponsors for this event can be companies, neighbors or friends who wish to support TACA! Please contact Lisa Ackerman at (949) 640-4401 or tacanow@cox.net if you have any potential sponsor contacts. 

Current TACA picnic sponsors include:  
 

1 

Capital Group 

 

2 

The Listening Center, Inc. 

 

3 

Autism Behavior Consultants 

 

4 

United Cerebral Palsy 

 

5 

Gewels by Gina 

 

6 

Roberts & Adams 

 

7 

Elizabeth McCoy Esquire 

 

8 

Team Vico 

 

9 

Cure Autism Now 

 

10 

Educational Testing - Dr Chris Davidson 

 

11 

Law Offices of Bruce Bothwell 

 

12 

Anonymous – thank you! 

 

13 

Children’s Learning Connection 

 

14 

NexGen Digital 

 

15 

Autism Solutions for Kids 

 

16 

Nordic Naturals 

 

17 

National Autism Association 

 

18 

International Hyperbarics 

 

19 

Stepping Stones Center for ASD 

 

20 

OxyHealth Corporation 

 

21 

Microsemi 

 

22 

Sensaria 

 

23 

ADD Treatment Centers 

 

24 

Park Pharmacy 

 

25 

Legal Alliance Group 

 

26 

Center for Autism & Related Disorders 

 

27 

Marriage & Family Counselors – Karen Cladis & Susan Gonzale 

 

28 

Kirkman Labs 

IMPORTANT NOTE ON CHILD CARE – PLEASE READ
Please remember TACA is not providing childcare at the picnic. We are providing activities and an environment for family fun. We ask that each family   co nstant supervision   at this event and to please keep a close eye on your children!

Questions?
If you have any questions or suggestions please let us know! You can reach us at
(949) 640-4401 or tacanow@cox.net.   
TACA 3rd Annual Family Picnic - 
HOW CAN YOU GET FREE TICKETS?
Three of our largest sponsors for this year’s event have just donated their sponsor tickets for the TACA picnic to help families in need. This leaves 25 tickets available to go to some TACA families who would not otherwise to able to go. We would like to duplicate the recent Jack FM essay efforts for this event. 

FOR ANY TACA MEMBERS:  You could WIN up to six tickets!  Here is how: 

· You first need to qualify by having a child with autism and be a TACA member 

· Then you need to write a 1,500 word or less essay answering one question: HOW HAS TACA HELPED YOUR FAMILY?

To be qualified for entry - Be sure to:  

1)      Include your name, address, telephone number and your essay on how TACA has helped your family. 

2)      Submit to tacanow@cox.net or fax to 949-640-4424 before September 12, 2006.  

3)      Essays will be reviewed and a winner selected by our corporate friends who have given up the tickets. 

4)      Winner will be announced on September 14, 2006 via the TACA eNews!  Essays will also be posted on the TACA web site – family information will be removed. 

5)      IMPORTANT: DO NOT CALL TACA TO FOLLOW UP ON THE STATUS! 

6)      Tickets are for picnic entrance only, for your DIRECT FAMILY MEMBERS, and provided via email. Tickets are not for resale or transfer. 

SPECIAL THANKS AGAIN TO OUR CORPORATE SPONSORS FOR HELPING FAMILIES AFFECTED BY AUTISM! 
Special note:  about 350 tickets are left for this event before it sells out. You can get registration and other event information at www.tacanow.org
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	General News 




	3. Article A: 
	New, Free Yahoo Group for the Autism Community 

	[image: image1.jpg]autism

mercury-induced
ACTION LIST





For creative, hard working, dedicated parents and family members who would like to express and bounce ideas off one another.
It is also a welcoming venue for parents who wish to organize events, launch campaigns, gain support for autism projects and initiate advocacy for the cause. A list that will meet the needs of parents who are dedicated to the A-M issue and want to be productive and involved. An advocacy list where all ideas are welcomed. 

Flaming and/or personal attacks will NOT be tolerated. 
(There is enough stress dealing with autism.)
Venting, without a resolution, is discouraged.
The children will always come first on this site.
No product advertisements/offers please, unless non-profit

MIA is dedicated to the memory of Liz Birt. 
http://www.safeminds.org
http://www.nationalautismassociation.org/
***************************************************************************
For more information please visit www.putafaceonautism.com 



	 




	3. Article B: 
	ACTION ALERT State Autism Commission Schedules First Hearing to Address Autism Epidemic

	State Capitol, Room 4202
Wednesday, September 13, 2006  
9:00am to 3:00pm
     Note: The Legislative Blue Ribbon Commission on Autism will be holding its first hearing at the State Capitol next week on Wednesday, September 13th from 9am to 3pm in Room 4202. Please attend, if you can. The Autism Commission was established by Legislation (Senate Concurrent Resolution #51) that was authored by Senator Perata and staffed by Dr. Lou Vismara who is a policy consultant to the Senator and the parent of a child with autism. 
      The Commission is charged with providing recommendations to the Legislature and to the Governor that will provide “real results” for individuals and families impacted by autism spectrum disorders throughout our state.  Former Assembly Member Darrell Steinberg serves as Chair, and Dr. Barbara Firestone, President and CEO of The Help Group serves as Vice Chair of the sixteen member Commission. 
      The work of the Commission will be crucial to addressing the autism epidemic.  The public is invited to next week’s Commission hearing and I hope that many will attend. -L.S.   

      The Legislative Blue Ribbon Commission on Autism is scheduled to initiate its first of many hearings next Wednesday, September 13, 2006 beginning at 9:00 am till 3:00 pm in the State Capitol, Room 4202.  The Commission will launch its inquiry into the lives of children and families devastated by autism throughout California. 

      Once considered a rare disorder, autism is now more prevalent than childhood cancer, diabetes and Down Syndrome and most school districts in the state report a doubling in the number of students with autism in just the past four years. 

      The Commission was established by legislation authored by Senator Don Perata (D-Alameda)who stated that “We want to bring together some of the best and most effective minds in California to help confront the autism epidemic with short- and long-term actions the legislature and governor can take.  This must be a real-time effort with real results.”  Assembly Speaker Fabian Nunez (D- Los Angeles) has also underscored these sentiments and emphasized that, “The Autism Commission will be inclusive, diverse, and seek to include the brightest and most innovative leaders in California." 

      Appointed by the Senate Rules Committee and the Assembly Speaker, the Commission will submit recommendations by September of 2007 to the Governor and Legislature to close existing gaps in three state policy areas: 1) the early diagnosis and prompt treatment of autism; 2) the education of students with autism; and 3) the planning that is needed to address the “aging out” of children from California’s school system into adulthood. 

      The September 13 th hearing will include invited testimony from panels of experts on recent scientific advances in autism as well as an overview of the array of state and local programs that provide services related to autism.  The Commission will also discuss its work-plan and course of action. Former Assembly Member Darrell Steinberg serves as Chair, and Dr. Barbara Firestone, President and CEO of The Help Group serves as Vice Chair of the sixteen member Commission. 

       Darrell Steinberg recently indicated that, “I’m looking for concrete answers. I want specific recommendations that can be implemented by future legislation to improve the lives of all individuals afflicted by the epidemic of autism. Together we will not only bring hope to families throughout the state, but we can also find solutions to help many children with behavioral and emotional challenges develop into healthy adults!" 

THE LEGISLATIVE BLUE RIBBON COMMISSION ON AUTISM
First Hearing: The State Capitol, Room 4202 
September 13, 2006; (9AM to 3PM)

The Autism Epidemic ~ Identifying & Closing the Gaps in Services

AGENDA

I.  Introductions & Welcoming Remarks (9:00-9:15 AM)
•    Hon. Darrell Steinberg, Chair
•    Barbara Firestone, Ph.D., Vice-Chair
•    Commission Members

II. Scientific Overview of Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) (9:15-10:00 AM)
•    Clinical Aspects of ASD: Epidemiology, Diagnosis, Assessment, & Treatment
By Pegeen Cronin, Ph.D., Director of UCLA Autism Evaluation Clinic
•    Seeking a Cure for Autism: The Promise of Neuroscience & Other Research
By David Amaral, Ph.D., Director of Research, The MIND Institute

III. ASD Across the Lifespan: The Impact on Individuals & Families (10-10:45 AM)
•    The Early Years: Facing the Emotional Rollercoaster of a Child with Autism
By Donna Ross Jones; parent of child with autism; Co-Founder of Special Needs Network; President, Transition Music Corporation
•    Navigating the Service Systems of ASD: A Never-Ending Task
By Nancy Fellmeth; parent of child with autism; President, Families for Early Autism Treatment (FEAT)
•    Seeking Independence: The Challenges of Establishing a Life in the Community for Individuals with ASD.
By Anne Struthers; parent of 21 year old man with high-functioning ASD; VP, East Bay Regional Center Board of Directors 

IV. Agencies & Programs for ASD (10:45-11:45 AM)
•    Overview of State Systems & Programs for Individuals with ASD
By Shawn Martin, Legislative Analyst’s Office
•    Regional Centers & Autism: Overview of the System & How it Works
By James Burton, Executive Director, Regional Center of the East Bay
•    Local Education Agencies’ Roles and Responsibilities
By Dave Gordon, Superintendent, Sac. County Office of Ed
By Judy Holsinger, SELPA Director, Sac. County Office of Ed
•    When the Stars Align: The Promise of Successful Programs for ASD
By Joanne Palmer, parent of a young child with ASD

VI. Public Comment. (11:45-12:30 PM)

LUNCH (12:30-1:30 pm)

VI. Commissioners’ Discussion: Work-Plan & Course of Action (1:30-3:00 PM)

VII. Adjournment. (3:00 PM) 

And from the desk of Rick Rollens:
AB 1478  Frommer  Developmental services

Existing law, the Lanterman Developmental Disabilities Services Act, establishes the State Department of Developmental Services and sets forth its duties and responsibilities, including, but not limited to, the administration and oversight of the state developmental centers and programs relating to persons with developmental disabilities. Existing law requires the department to allocate funds to private nonprofit regional centers for the provision of community services and support for persons with developmental disabilities and their families. 

Existing law requires the department to develop evaluation and diagnostic procedures for the diagnosis of autism disorder and other autism   spectrum disorders.
This bill would, in addition, require the department, in consultation with specified state departments, to develop guidelines for the treatment of autism spectrum disorders and to disseminate the information to parents.

AB 2513  Pavley  Pupils: autism: training and information

Existing law requires every individual with exceptional needs, as defined, who is eligible to receive educational instruction, related services, or both, under existing law to receive educational instruction, services, or both, at no cost to his or her parents or, as appropriate, to him or her. 

This bill would require the Superintendent of Public Instruction to convene, with input from the University of California, the California State University, relevant fiscal and policy committees of the Legislature, the Legislative Blue Ribbon Commission on Autism, the State Department of Developmental Services, and other appropriate entities, an advisory committee. The bill would require the advisory committee to develop specified recommendations that would identify the means by which public and nonpublic schools, including charter schools, may better serve children with autism.

Note: TACA is not telling folks how to vote. We are just providing information about legislation that could affect children with autism & their families. 



	 




	3. Article C: 
	Treatment With 'Friendly' Bacteria Could Counter Autism In Children

	      By Ian Johnston. 
http://news.scotsman.com/uk.cfm?id=1308572006
      Probiotic bacteria given to autistic children improved their concentration and behaviour so much that medical trials collapsed because parents refused to accept placebos, a scientist revealed yesterday. 
      The effect of the bacteria was so pronounced that some of the parents taking part in what was supposed to be a blind trial realised their children were taking something other than a placebo. 
      A number then refused to give their children the placebo when they were due to switch, resulting in the collapse of the trial. 
      Glenn Gibson, a microbiologist who ran the study of 40 autistic children aged between four and eight, said this meant it was difficult to draw any firm conclusions and he is planning to carry out further research. 
      However, he said parents had told him the probiotic bacteria was having a beneficial effect, resulting in "better concentration and better behaviour". 
      One parent said it was "heartbreaking" to have to stop their child taking it. 
      "It was really challenging for us and the parents. I'd really like to go back to it and do it in a better way, with perhaps more professional help from people who know how to deal with autistic children," said Prof Gibson. 
      "The trial ultimately failed because of the large number of drop-outs. 
About half the kids dropped out. Some of the parents worked out their child was on the test and didn't want to move on to the placebo." 

      Autistic children often suffer bowel conditions and Prof Gibson said a previous study had found high levels of a "bad" bacteria called clostridia in the gut. 
      The probiotic was then designed to reduce the levels of clostridia and promote "friendly" bacteria instead to see what effect this would have. 
      Prof Gibson, from Reading University, said the children appeared to show fewer signs of autism when taking the probiotic supplement, which was given in a powder once a day. 
      "Very subjectively, we asked the parents to fill in diaries about the mood of the children. We got very positive feedback generally," he said. 
      He said that certain kinds of clostridia produced neuro- toxins, which potentially could be the cause of autism or a contributory factor. 
      However, he said this was speculation and the apparent improvement could also simply be because the children had felt better. 
      "If your gut is not behaving yourself, you feel rough," Prof Gibson said. 
      The first bacteria in the gut is received from the mother during birth and then comes from the outside environment, with diet playing an important role. 
      "They [infants] may be under medication for an infection and that may have an effect," Prof Gibson said. 
      "There are all sorts of different factors that may affect that [the bacterial make-up of the gut]." 
      There was a scare over widely discredited claims that autism was linked to the MMR - measles, mumps and rubella - vaccine given to children. 
      Asked whether he thought childhood vaccines could have an effect, Prof Gibson said: "No. I don't think there is anything in this MMR business at all." 
      It is estimated that 535,000 people in the UK have some kind of autism, including a milder form called Asperger's Syndrome. 
      The condition affects four times as many boys as girls for reasons that are not clearly understood. 
      A spokeswoman for the National Autistic Society (NAS), the UK's leading charity for people with the condition and their families, said it followed new research into possible treatments with great interest. 
      She went on: "There is anecdotal evidence that certain vitamins and diets do have benefits for some people with autism. However, a great deal more research remains to be done in this area. 
      "The NAS looks forward to seeing the results of the further research that Professor Gibson hopes to conduct in the future." 
      She said that "rigorous scientific evaluation" was necessary to gauge the effects of any new treatment. 
      A whole range of therapies had been tried in the past, from medication and behavioural therapy to aromatherapy and swimming with dolphins, with varying degrees of success. 


	 




	3. Article D: 
	Childhood Allergy Epidemic On The Rise Worldwide 

	      By Ben Hirschler http://tinyurl.com/gespo
      Reuters - Childhood allergies are on the rise around the world, including in many developing countries where asthma, eczema and hay fever are emerging as important public health problems, scientists said on Friday. 

      Asthma, in particular, is responsible for millions of children missing school, ending up in hospital or even dying. 

      The underlying cause of the condition is inflammation of the airways but just what triggers the problem and why some people develop asthma and others do not is still poorly understood. 

      What is clear, however, is that more and more young children are suffering allergic disorders, with the prevalence of all allergies increasing notably in the past decade. 

      Researchers who carried out the International Study of Asthma and Allergies in Childhood in 1991 repeated the survey in 2002 and 2003 and found widespread increases in prevalence in 56 countries, especially among young children. 

      The study -- details of which were published in the latest edition of the Lancet medical journal -- surveyed parents of 193,000 children aged 6-7 years and 305,000 children aged 13-14 years in countries as diverse as South Africa, Brazil, Iran, Canada and Sweden. 

      The increases were greatest for eczema in the younger age group and for hay fever in both age groups. In the older age group, however, where prevalence of asthma had been high, there were some signs of decreases. 

      Nonetheless, in Britain -- one of the developed countries with the worst allergy epidemics -- asthma prevalence went up to 20.9 from 18.4 percent, hay fever increased to 10.1 from 9.8 percent and eczema to 16 from 

13 percent between 1991 and 2003. 

      Professor Innes Asher of the University of Auckland, New Zealand, lead author of the study, said the rise in prevalence in many countries was "concerning", especially as allergies often occurred in large population centres. 

      "Although changes in mean annual prevalence to the order of 0.5 percent might sound small, such changes could have substantial pubic health implications, especially since the increases took place most commonly in heavily populated countries," she said. 

      Experts say a host of factors including air pollution, diet, lifestyle and exposure to bacteria in early life are likely to be linked to the rise in asthma and other allergies, but the reasons are likely to vary from place to place. 

      Given the diversity of the condition, the Lancet said in an editorial that asthma was in fact unlikely to be a single disease and the term should be abolished altogether. 

      SOURCE: Lancet, August 26, 2006. 



	 




	3. Article E: 
	Study Discovers Statistically Significant Link Between Abnormally Low Cholesterol Levels and Autism Spectrum Disorders 

	Finding Leads Kennedy Krieger Researchers Down  New Road in Autism Research

BALTIMORE , M.D. -- September 7, 2006 -- Autism spectrum  disorders (ASD) will be diagnosed in more children this year than AIDS,  diabetes and cancer combined, yet researchers and physicians can identify  medical causes in only 10 percent of cases.

But, a study published in the American Journal of  Medical Genetics Part B (Neuropsychiatric Genetics) found that a  small subgroup of children with ASD have abnormally low cholesterol levels  (hypocholesterolemia), leading researchers to believe cholesterol may play a  role in the cause of some cases of the disorder. The children's low  cholesterol levels were apparently due to a limited ability to make  cholesterol.

Nineteen of the 100  children who participated in the study were found to have total cholesterol  levels below 100 mg/dL, which is lower than that found in 99 percent of  children. The average cholesterol level for children between 4 and 19 years of  age is 165 mg/dl, as determined by the Center for Disease Control's National  Health and Nutrition Examination Survey (2006).

The study authors found evidence that the low  cholesterol levels were caused by a reduced ability of the body to naturally  produce cholesterol, and not by inadequate amounts of cholesterol in the diet  or gastrointestinal problems that interfere with cholesterol absorption, two  of the more common causes of low blood cholesterol levels. Of the 19  individuals in the low cholesterol group, 13 (68%) met criteria for an autism  diagnosis and 6 (32%) met criteria for a different disorder on the autism  spectrum, such as Asperger syndrome or pervasive developmental disorder not  otherwise specified (PDD-NOS).

"We  know that people can tolerate having low cholesterol, so we suspect that  deficiencies in cholesterol combined with mutations to a specific gene may  have resulted in autism spectrum disorders in these children," said lead  author Elaine Tierney, MD, Director of the Autism Metabolic Research Program  at the Kennedy Krieger Institute in Baltimore. "Our next steps are to  determine if other abnormalities of cholesterol metabolism can be risk factors  for the development of autism."

The  study examined blood samples from 100 children with ASD who met four criteria:  1) member of a family with two or more individuals with ASD; 2) over two years  of age; 3) abnormally slow attainment of a subset of developmental milestones;  and 4) assessment utilizing a standardized autism interview. Blood samples  were drawn from the Autism Genetic Resource Exchange (AGRE), a blood  collection repository. Although only a very small proportion of children with  autism come from families with two or more affected children, these children  are much more likely to have a genetic cause of autism and less likely to have  autism due to an environmental cause or early brain  injury.

"This study underscores the  critical importance of families participating in blood collection  repositories," said Dr. Gary Goldstein, President and CEO of the Kennedy  Krieger Institute. "I believe these repositories hold great promise in helping  researchers explore causes and potential treatments for autism spectrum  disorders, such as a possible nutritional intervention for some of these  children with cholesterol deficiencies."

Researchers at the Kennedy Krieger Institute, in  collaboration with the National Institutes of Health and AGRE, the  organization that provided the 100 blood samples tested in this study, have  now begun analyzing the genes of the children with low cholesterol. These  children's genes are being compared to their parents' to determine if there  are common mutations affecting cholesterol metabolism being passed from parent  to child. These same families have also performed behavioral and IQ testing  with AGRE, allowing data to be grouped and analyzed based upon the outcomes of  the gene research. This study was supported by funding from Cure Autism Now  and the Smith-Lemli-Opitz/RSH Foundation.

About Autism Spectrum Disorders  (ASD)
Autism is the fastest growing  developmental disorder in the United States. Today, 1 in 166 individuals is  diagnosed with the disorder, which occurs in all racial, ethnic, and social  groups and is four times more likely to strike boys than girls. Deficits in  social interaction, limited verbal and nonverbal communication and repetitive  behaviors and obsessions characterize children with ASD, whose formal  diagnosis may be autism, or a milder disorder on the spectrum such as Asperger  syndrome or pervasive developmental disorder not otherwise specified  (PDD-NOS). For most affected individuals, autism is a serious and lifelong  disorder. While there have been notable advances in ASD research over the last  10 years, the cause of autism in most children remains unknown. Continued  research is crucial to understanding all causes of ASD and allowing the  earliest detection and intervention for affected families. Previous studies  have shown that early identification and treatment can lead to improved  outcomes in individuals with ASD.

SOURCE: Kennedy Krieger Institute   



	 




	3. Article F: 
	Penn Researchers Find Link Between Autism and Abnormal Blood-
Vessel Function and Oxidative Stress 

	http://www.uphs.upenn.edu/news/News_Releases/aug06/autbldvsl.htm

AUGUST 15, 2006 

New Findings Could Help Explain Pathology of Autistic Syndrome 

(Philadelphia, PA) - Researchers at the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine discovered that children with autism showed signs of abnormal blood-vessel function and damaging levels of oxidative stress compared to healthy children. The children with autism possessed levels of biochemicals that indicate the presence of constricted blood vessels via the endothelium (the cells that line vessels) with a higher tendency to form clots (through cells called platelets). 

By exploring the relationship between oxidative stress and blood-vessel function in autistic patients, investigators hope to find new therapeutic options for this syndrome. The researchers, led by Domenico Pratico, MD, Associate Professor of Pharmacology, published their findings in the August issue of the Archives of Neurology.

According to the Autism Society of America, the reported number of autism cases is increasing 10 to 17 percent per year in the United States. Autism, an early onset neurological disorder, is characterized by impaired social interactions, limited verbal and nonverbal communication, and repetitive and restricted behavioral 
patterns. Patients with autism can differ in the severity and scope of their symptoms, suggesting that multiple factors contribute to explaining the disorder's symptoms. Previous studies at other institutions have shown that autistic patients have reduced cerebral blood flow, presumably due to constricted blood vessels in the brain, versus healthy controls.

Urinary samples of autistic children who were similar in age and healthy controls were provided by the Pfeiffer Treatment Center, where patients were diagnosed with autism disorder and evaluated. Patients were excluded from analysis if they had ever received anti-oxidant treatments or medicine with any known anti-oxidant effect; if they suffered from chronic illnesses, such as depression, psychosis, or inflammatory disorders; and/or if they were sick at the time of the sample collection. These strict criteria resulted in the small sample size in this preliminary study: 26 children with autism and 12 healthy controls.

Pratico's team measured isoprostane, a biomarker for oxidative stress; thromboxane, an index of platelet activation; and prostacyclin, a measure of blood vessel activation in the samples. "This study represents the first observation that the rates of thromboxane and prostacyclin synthesis are both not only significantly increased in autism, but are closely correlated with the rate of oxidative stress," says Pratico. Compared with controls, children with autism had significantly higher urinary levels of isoprostane, thromboxane, and prostacyclin. 

Oxidative stress is the result of an excessive formation of chemically unstable byproducts, called free radicals, within the cell. Under normal conditions, the cell is able to destroy the free radicals. However, when excessive free radicals accumulate, these molecules mount an attack against the cell in search of chemical stability. 

"During oxidative stress, it is as if the free radicals have only one leg," explains Pratico. "They are searching for the second leg in order to keep from falling. Unfortunately, the ability of the excessive free radicals to reestablish their chemical equilibrium comes always with a price for the organ -- irreversible cellular and organ damage." Free radicals can damage cell membranes, proteins, and genes by oxidation -- the same chemical reaction that causes iron to rust.

Pratico and colleagues measured levels of isoprostane, the chemical byproduct of free radicals attacking fat cells and found that patients with autism possess nearly double the level of oxidative stress than that measured in healthy controls. 

The samples from autistic patients also revealed a biochemical imbalance in the patients' blood vessels, resulting in high levels of thromboxane - an indicator of platelet activity - and prostacyclin, an indicator of constricting endothelial cells. During normal function, thromboxane and prostacyclin work together to maintain the integrity of vessels. In response to different kinds of stress, platelets release thromboxane, which causes vessels to contract. The endothelium responds to elevated levels of thromboxane by releasing prostacyclin. This event counterbalances the effect on vessels, inducing dilation of the vessel and, in turn, more blood flow. 

Autism is a complex neurological disorder and oxidative imbalance is one feature of the autistic syndrome. Several lines of evidence support the hypothesis that oxidative imbalance may also play a role in this disease: autism is characterized by an impaired anti-oxidant defense system, higher free-radical production, and improvement of behavioral symptoms after taking anti-oxidants.

"In general, it is known that abnormalities in blood vessels can be clinically reflected by an abnormal blood flow," says Pratico. "In this regard, it is interesting that earlier neuroimaging studies of autistic children have demonstrated a reduced amount of blood reaching the brain. Shedding more light on the relationship of oxidative stress and blood-vessel health to the pathology of autism could lead to improvements in therapy."

Study co-authors are Yuemang Yao from Penn; William J. Walsh, Pfeiffer Treatment Center ( Warrenville, IL); and Woody R. McGinnis, Oxidative Stress in Autism Initiative ( Ashland, OR). The research was supported in part by the Pfeiffer Treatment Center. 



	 




	4
	Vaccine News 




	4. Article A: 
	Government Investigation Finds Autism Vaccine Related 

	August 13, 2006

by Evelyn Pringle

http://www.opednews.com

According to the most recent CDC estimates, one in 166 children in the US suffers from an autistic disorder. Twenty years ago, autism only affected one in 10,000 children. 

For years now, studies have shown that exposure to mercury in childhood vaccines, not only causes autism but can also result in immune, sensory, neurological, motor, and behavioral dysfunctions similar to traits associated with autism.

On May 21, 2003, after a three year investigation, "The Mercury in Medicine Report" was released by the House Committee on Government Reform, and stated in part:

"Thimerosal used as a preservative in vaccines is directly related to the autism epidemic. This epidemic in all probability may have been prevented or curtailed had the FDA not been asleep at the switch regarding a lack of safety data regarding injected thimerosal and the sharper eyes of infant exposure to this known neurotoxin. The public health agencies' failure to act is indicative of institutional malfeasance for self protection and misplaced protectionism of the pharmaceutical industry."

The Congressional report also said that the CDC, due to its "biases against theories regarding vaccine-induced autism," had chosen to fund researchers "who also worked for vaccine manufacturers to conduct population-based immunologic studies. . ." and stated:

"The CDC in general and the National Immunization Program are particularly conflicted in their duty to monitor the safety of vaccines, while also charged with the responsibility of purchasing vaccines for resale as well as promoting increased immunization rates."

The autism epidemic cannot be denied. On February 15, 2005, the GAO, released a Report titled, "Special Education Children With Autism," that revealed the number of children ages 6 through 21 diagnosed with autism receiving special education services has increased more than 500% over the past 10 years.

In a transcript, obtained under the FOIA, of a secret meeting attended by officials from the FDA and CDC in 2000, Pediatrician Bill Weil, acknowledged the epidemic and stated, "There are just a host of neurodevelopmental data that would suggest that we've got a serious problem.... The number of kids getting help in special education is growing nationally and state by state at a rate we have not seen before." 

Thimerosal is a mercury-based preservative that was developed in the 1930s by Eli Lilly, and has been used regularly in vaccines ever since basically to boost vaccine maker profits by allowing drug companies to package vaccines in large containers instead of a single dose. 

However, years ago children only received a small number of vaccines that were injected with a period of time in between and one dose at a time. Since 1988, the number of vaccines given to children before the age of two has tripled.

Lisa Blakemore-Brown, a psychologist in the UK, has been investigating the vaccine-autism link for years and says the reason the epidemic in autism did not occur sooner is because before the 1990s children "were given single vaccines with single amounts of mercury." 

"But with the introduction of triple vaccines," she explains, "the amount of mercury contained within the preservative was multiplied and the cumulative effects are only just now being discovered by the public."

Once the cumulative amount of thimerosal that children were receiving through injections of 30-some odd vaccines was finally measured in 1999, the FDA discovered that infants were receiving more than 100 times the EPA's safe limit for mercury by 18 months.

Internal documents from the FDA and CDC show public health officials knew about the increased mercury they were receiving at least since 1999. A June 29, 1999, email from FDA scientist, Peter Patriarca, to the head of the CDC office on vaccine safety, warned that the FDA was going to be criticized for being "'asleep at the switch' for decades by allowing a potentially hazardous compound to remain in many childhood vaccines and not forcing manufacturers to exclude it from new products." 

Mr Patriarca also pointed out that calculating the cumulative amount of mercury in vaccines was not "rocket science" and involved only ninth-grade math. He also noted the questions that agency officials would likely be asked as: 

"What took the FDA so long to do the calculations? Why didn't CDC and the advisory bodies do these calculations when they rapidly expanded the childhood immunization schedule?"

An internal company memo that surfaced in a lawsuit against vaccine maker, Merck, proves the company knew infants were being injected with unsafe amounts of thimerosal back in 1991. 

The memo says a 6-month-old baby receiving shots on schedule would receive mercury 87 times higher than established safety guidelines:

"If eight doses of Thimerosal-containing vaccine was given in the first six months of life (3 DTP, 2 HIB, and 3 Hepatitis B) the 200 micrograms of mercury given, say to an average size of 12 pounds, would be about 87 times the Swedish daily allowance of 2.3 micrograms for a baby of that size."

On September 8, 2004, Dr William Egan, then acting Director of the FDA's Office of Vaccines Research and Review, told the House Government Reform Committee that prior to the mercury reduction initiative in vaccines, children may have received 187.5 micrograms of mercury by 6 month's of age through routine childhood vaccinations. 

People often ask why some children become autistic when so many do not. As a neurotoxin, thimerosal, has been linked to the depletion of the protective anti-oxidant, glutathione, which helps rid the body of mercury. People with autism seem to be more susceptible to this effect and most have low levels of glutathione. Therefore, their bodies have difficulty excreting mercury.

A December 2004 report by the independent Environmental Working Group determined that autistic children have less glutathione than normal children. The study, led by Dr Jill James, a professor of biochemistry and pediatrics at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, said a glutathione deficit "may contribute to the development and clinical manifestation of autism."

In 1999, many drug companies claimed they were reducing the amount of thimerosal in vaccines. Some even provided product inserts that claimed that only a trace amount of mercury still existed in the final product. Others even claimed to be producing vaccines that were completely mercury-free.

For instance, a September 1999, press release by vaccine maker Merck declared: "Now, Merck's infant vaccine line is free of all preservatives." 

However, On March 8, 2005, the LA Times reported that "Merck & Co continued to supply infant vaccine containing a mercury preservative for two years after declaring that it had eliminated the chemical."

In fact, Merck continued to distribute vaccines containing thimerosal until October 2001, according to a June, 2003 letter from the FDA to Congressman Dave Weldon (R-FL), a doctor by calling, in response to an inquiry. Dr Weldon called what Merck did "misleading." 

"You had people literally into 2002," he told the Times, "getting shots with mercury, having been told it was all taken out in 1999."

To see if vaccines were indeed thimerosal free, last year the group, Health Advocacy in the Public Interest (HAPI), sent four vials of different vaccines to be tested for mercury content to Doctor's Data, an independent lab, which specializes in heavy metal testing. 

The tests found that all four contained mercury, despite the claim by 2 companies that their vaccines were completely mercury-free. According to HAPI, all four vaccines also contained aluminum which greatly increases the toxicity of mercury for causing neuronal death in the brain.

In fact, during further investigation, HAPI discovered that thimerosal was still being used during the production process for most vaccines. The drug makers claim that after production, they filter the preservative out of the final vaccines. 

However, heavy metal expert, Dr Boyd Haley, PhD, the Chemistry Department Chair at the University of Kentucky, told HAPI that its not possible to remove all of the thimerosal because mercury binds to the antigenic protein in the vaccine and cannot be filtered out completely. 

Experts says, a drastic decline in autism has not been seen due to the fact that the drug makers misled the public about when thimerosal was actually eliminated from vaccines. Because the FDA has never ordered a recall of the vaccines previously manufactured and shipped all over the country, many mercury-laced vaccines remained in the inventories of health care facilities and some had an expiration date as late as September, 2005.

In addition, pregnant women and their unborn infants, are still being injected with a full dose of thimerosal in flu vaccines. The CDC has ignored the tremendous amount of scientific evidence documenting the injuries from mercury-laced vaccines and has continued to recommend flu vaccines for all pregnant women and children over 6 months old.

Back in 2002, the research team of David and Mark Geier, released a study based on an analysis of tens of millions of vaccines given to during the 1990s, and presented epidemiologic evidence that demonstrated the association of the increase in thimerosal in vaccines with neurodevelopmental disorders. 

The Geier's analysis of the government's "Vaccine Adverse Events Reporting System" database showed statistical increases in the incidence rate of autism, mental retardation, and speech disorders in children receiving thimerosal-containing diphtheria, tetanus, and acellular pertussis (DTaP) vaccines, when compared with those who received thimerosal-free vaccines. 


According to the Geiers, the usual course of DTaP vaccine consists of primary immunizations administered at two, four, and six months, followed up by booster shots at 18 months and five years.

By analyzing the database, the Geiers determined that there were a total of 6575 adverse reaction reports with the DTaP thimerosal-vaccines, compared to only 1516 adverse reaction reports with thimerosal-free vaccines.

In one of their more recent studies in 2005, the Geiers assessed thimerosal exposure in about 110,000 children and found a statistically significant association between exposure to thimerosal and a host of neurodevelopmental disorders including autism, tics, attention deficit disorders, and speech and language delays.

The public remains largely unaware of the autism epidemic because people hardly ever see autistic children out in the community. Aside from taking the children to school, parents seldom take them anywhere because of the difficulty of trying to control them outside of a routine environment.

The increasingly number of children with this disorder is forcing public school systems to provide more special education classrooms to meet their needs. Autistics are the fastest-growing segment of special ed students and schools lack the trained professionals with knowledge of how to work with autistic children. Schools were caught completely unprepared for this epidemic. 

Unlike normal children, children with autism do not learn by watching other people and must be taught even the simplest skills such as making eye contact, waiting in line, following directions or how to hold a conversation which often requires one-to-one mentoring. 

Skills, behaviors and abilities vary with each child and about half of autistic kids have few or no language skills. Some kids also suffer from other problems that impair learning such as hearing loss or epilepsy and many are not toilet trained.

In a program that serves Minneapolis students, each classroom usually has 6 students and requires one licensed special ed teacher and two special ed assistants. Toddler classrooms are smaller with 4 students and require one licensed special ed teacher and one special ed assistant. 

Services by speech and language clinicians, occupational therapists, social workers and adapted physical education teachers are also available at each site based on student needs. And the educational services reflect only part of the expense. Other costs include tuition for summer school to help kids retain skills, transportation costs, and psychological and behavioral evaluations.

In 2003, the California National School Board Association reported that the number of autistic students in California had doubled over four years and represented 13% of the state's student population of 20,377, at a cost of up to $60,000 per student.

In July 2005, a San Mateo County California civil grand jury released a report warning that increasing numbers of autistic children and the high cost of their education was causing a significant drain of resources for school districts.

The report said the number of autistics in the San Mateo county had doubled since 2000, to more than 5,000, and the county needed to find cheaper special ed alternatives since federal and state funding had not kept up with spending.

The grand jury pointed to a pilot project at a school in San Bruno, that paired four aides and one teacher with a small class and said it was cheaper than one-on-one mentoring, which could cost $50,000 per student.

In one year, the number of children treated for autism at centers operated by the California Department of Developmental Services increased 13% between 2003 and 2004. Autism now accounts for more than half of the new cases handled at the centers, which treats various developmental disorders, with the vast majority of cases being kids 13 and younger. The number of autistics treated at the centers rose from 5,000 in 1993, to more than 26,000 in 2005. 


And the numbers are the same all across the nation. The Kentucky Cabinet for Health and 
Family Services estimates that in 2006, about 25,000 Kentuckians have autism spectrum 
disorders, an increase from about 1,500 in 1990. 

The US Department of Education all total spends about $53 billion a year on grades K-12 
education. If the government provides $60,000 per year to educate the currently identified 
school-age autistics, the tab will run about $7 billion a year, or 13% of its entire budget. 
And each year the costs will rise as the number of autistics entering the system increases.

On December 10, 2002, Dr David Baskin, a neurosurgeon and Professor of Neurosurgery 
and Anesthesiology at the Baylor College of Medicine, testified at a Congressional Hearing 
and told the panel that most autistic children will grow up and require lifelong care 
because they cannot live independently. He described what he referred to as a "horrible" 
fact and said: 

"Over one-half will never speak. Many of them will never be able to look at their parents 
and tell them they love them. It's worse than Alzheimer's Disease. There's been a 
tremendous focus on Alzheimer's Disease, but these children never had a chance to enjoy 
life before they lost it."

According to Dr David Ayoub, author of the report, "Pregnancy and the Myth of Influenza 
Vaccination-Is it safe, is it effective, is it necessary?" government officials and vaccine 
makers are working hard to keep the truth about vaccines and autism hidden because if 
they admit guilt, it would mean they "have taken part in the largest iatrogenic epidemic 
known to man." 

"The fallout over admission of causality would be unprecedented," Dr Ayoub said.

Dr Mark Geier is probably the most credentialed expert on vaccines in the US. When he 
was 23, he corrected a genetic disorder in a tissue culture, gaining distinction as one of 
the founders of genetic engineering, and earning him front-page articles in the New York 
Times and London Times, and a call from President Richard Nixon.

He holds an MD and a PhD in genetics from George Washington University and spent ten 
years at the National Institutes of Health. After several more years as a professor at Johns
Hopkins University, he opened the genetic laboratory and clinical practice that he co-owns 
today. He is also a court-certified expert on vaccines. Based on his years of research on 
autism he makes a statement similar to Dr Ayoub's.

"The current epidemic of autism may well be the greatest iatrogenic epidemic in history. 
The damage already done to our society is already in the trillions of dollars. The damage 
of the 9/11 terrorist attacks, and that of the AIDS epidemic pale when compared to the 
current epidemic of autism." 

Eighty percent of autistics are under the age of 17. Soon states will be forced to provide 
support for an enormous number of disabled adults. Many autistics can not be left alone 
and must be looked after non-stop. If the vaccine makers are not forced to pay for the 
damage they caused, tax payers will be left to cover the entire expense of daily care and 
housing as well as life-long medical treatment for this generation of injured children. 

As for the other reasons why officials within the FDA and CDC keep denying the link 
between vaccines and autism, according to Congressman Dave Weldon, "If it is eventually 
determined that an entire generation of kids was essentially poisoned, a class-action suit 
against the federal government could be on the order of hundreds of billions of dollars, 
and so there's very good reason for them to try to cover this up." 

"And then when they appear as though they are covering it up," he says, "it makes you 
suspicious that it's all true." 

In the book, Evidence of Harm, award-winning author, David Kirby, explains that "the 
stakes could not be higher. Perhaps billions of dollars in litigation is pending against drug 
companies involved in vaccine production. The deep pocketed pharmaceutical industry has 
extended its financial largesse to politicians and scientists around the country, in open 
pursuit of indemnity against lawsuits and, some charge, in a darker effort to suppress 
evidence of thimerosal's toxicity."

"The jury is still out on thimerosal, but deliberations are well under way," Mr Kirby writes. 
"One side will emerge vindicated, and the other will earn eternal scorn in the medical 
history books."

Evelyn Pringle
evelyn.pringle@sbcglobal.net


	 




	4. Article B: 
	Dan Olmsted – Three New Entries 

	All of Dan ’ s Age of Autism work can be found at this link http://www.theageofautism.com
The Age of Autism: About those 'old dads'
By DAN OLMSTED - UPI Senior Editor

WASHINGTON, Sept. 6 (UPI) -- The study released this week that found older fathers more likely to have autistic children has created a media stir. But there may be less to the story than meets the eye.

"Autism Risk Rises With Age Of Father -- Large Study Finds Strong Correlation" was the headline on the top left of the Washington Post's front page.

It's nice to see autism on the front page and, yes, the study drew from a large pool, "an enormous sample of 17-year-olds" in Israel over a period of six years in the 1980s, as the Post put it. The researchers were able to determine the age of both parents for 132,271 draft candidates.

And yes, older men were found to have a greater risk of fathering an autistic child than men under 30.

Yes, but: The study was done in another country, involving kids born 20 years ago when the autism rate was much lower. Plus, there's something called the "confidence interval" -- basically, the margin of error -- in scientific studies, and it comes into play here. In a letter to Britain's Daily Mail, researcher Clifford Miller wrote:

"There were only 13 autistic children born to fathers 40 and over considered in the study -- there were 128,000 children with fathers under 40 but only 4,000 with fathers over 40."

Given that not-so-enormous number in the key demographic, the margin of error in calculating the increased risk is ... well, enormous.

"The lowest risk figure of 2.65 times for fathers 40 and over fathering an autistic child is exactly the same as the highest risk figure for fathers between 30 and 39."

Those overlapping figures "could be used to argue that there is no significant difference between dads in their 30s and 40s," said Mark Blaxill, a vice president of the advocacy group SafeMinds, which believes that an environmental factor -- possibly the mercury in vaccinations -- is behind the huge rise in U.S. cases over the past 20 years.

Still, Blaxill calls the result "interesting" -- "All data is good, in my view, and this is data." He notes that previous studies of parental age and autism risk have had mixed findings. "If it's a factor, it's certainly not an overwhelmingly large one."

The most important issue is what the study appears to suggest: "Autism Study Hints at Genetics," as the Wall Street Journal's story put it. The idea is that spontaneous mutations in the dad's genes would, as time goes on, raise the risk of autism-inducing errors.

Yes, but: Even assuming larger, more current studies in the United States exactly replicated these findings, why would they hint at genes more than an environmental cause? The longer someone lives, the likelier they are to get all kinds of exposures that could affect their DNA. (Or, older parents could differ in some other way that would raise their child's risk of autism.)

This column recently has been highlighting a "chemical connection" that early researchers turned up, a link that was all but abandoned in favor of gene theories.

One such study was conducted by Dr. Mary Coleman, who described a key finding in the 1976 book The Autistic Syndromes.

"In the preconception history questionnaire filled out by both the father and the mother, there were two areas of marked difference between the parents of the autistic children and the parents of the controls. One of these areas was exposure to chemicals," Coleman wrote. (The other was hypothyroidism.)

Note -- she was looking at "preconception" history, which could suggest some kind of genetic damage from chemical exposure that was passed on to the children in the form of autism. The age of the fathers was not recorded, but wouldn't they get more such exposures as they got older -- making the "chemical connection" even stronger? For career chemists, as some were, that is almost a given.

"Clearly, this is an area where more prospective research is needed," Coleman wrote. It still is.

We've also pointed out a possible connection in the very first cases described in the medical literature -- 11 children born in the 1930s -- with new chemical compounds, plausibly including mercury-based fungicides. One of those 11 kids was the son of a plant pathologist, another the son of a forestry professor at a southern university, and a third grew up in an area being heavily planted with seedlings to create a national forest in Mississippi (there's that southern forestry connection again -- in fact, his home town is named Forest).

A fourth was the son of a mining engineer. And the very first case to come to medical attention, at Johns Hopkins University in 1935, was the son of a 30-year-old chemist-attorney at the U.S. Patent Office. A chemist.

Yet the tendency to see just about everything as powerful support for the "gene theory" is proving just about irresistible -- even when the evidence at hand amounts to 13 children born to older fathers in Israel in the 1980s. 

http://www.upi.com/ConsumerHealthDaily/view.php?StoryID=20060619-123237-8199r


The Age of Autism: Something Wicked -- 1
By DAN OLMSTED
UPI Senior Editor
WASHINGTON, Aug. 16 (UPI) -- The Combating Autism Act passed by the U.S. Senate earlier this month includes millions of dollars for research into possible environmental causes of autism.
It's about time.

Specifically, the bill authorizes $45 million to the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences to spend over five years in clinical research on possible environmental factors.

While that may sound like a good chunk of change, it's minuscule compared with spending on (so far) fruitless searches for an "autism gene."

In previous installments of this column, I've sketched the natural history of the disorder beginning with child psychiatrist Leo Kanner's landmark 1943 paper, "Autistic Disturbances of Affective Contact."

And I've suggested that from the very beginning, an environmental trigger -- something harmful coming from the outside in -- was alarmingly evident. As Macbeth put it, there's reason to worry that "Something wicked this way comes."

Kanner identified 11 children with what he called the "markedly and uniquely" different disorder of autism. The first child in his case series was born in 1931, the last in 1938. While Kanner focused on the parents' high educational attainment, we proposed a different way of connecting the dots:

-- Case 1, Donald T., grew up in Forest, Miss., which is smack in the middle of national forest land that was being replanted by the Civilian Conservation Corps during the early 1930s.

-- Case 2, Frederick W., was the son of a plant pathologist.

-- Case 3, Richard M., was the son of a forestry professor at a southern university.

What might unite those cases? Mark Blaxill of the advocacy group SafeMinds suggested agricultural chemicals, in particular ethyl-mercury-based fungicides that came on the market about 1930. They were patented by Morris Kharasch, the "father of organic chemistry," who also invented thimerosal, the ethyl-mercury-based vaccine preservative some blame for the huge rise in autism diagnoses.

Whether you subscribe to the thimerosal theory or not, any environmental link is a worrisome prospect. And evidence for such a link has expanded over the years.

Recently I had a fascinating conversation with Thomas Felicetti of Beechwood Rehabilitation Services of Langhorne, Pa. I came across work he had done more than a quarter-century ago that strongly suggested a "chemical connection" in autism.

He summarized that work in the journal Milieu Therapy in 1981, and it is riveting to read in light of everything that has come after -- namely, hundreds of thousands more cases of autism. Felicetti set up a study at the Avalon School in Massachusetts where he was teaching at the time.

"The experimental design was rather simple and straightforward," he recounted in the paper -- comparing the occupations of 20 parents of autistic children, 20 parents of retarded children and 20 parents of "normal" children who were friends and neighbors of those attending the school.

"The results did, in fact, suggest a chemical connection," he wrote. "Eight of the 37 known parents of the autistic children had sustained occupational exposure to chemicals prior to conception. Five were chemists and three worked in related fields. The exposed parents represent 21 percent of the autistic group. This compared to 2.7 percent of the retardation controls and 10 percent of the normal controls. The data, subjected to statistical analysis, demonstrated a chemical connection.

"The results of this study point in the direction of chemical exposure as an etiological factor in the birth of autistic children."

Felicetti is quick to acknowledge that such a small study was not definitive. "This particular study was occupations, and it was all different occupations," he told me. "There were chemists, there were chemical assistants who would suck chemicals through pipettes in those days. There were roof tarrers who were exposed to chemicals through the roof tar. A variety of occupations.

"But again that's as far as I went with it. It was a pretty good study but suggestive -- because we couldn't find any particular chemical and because we only looked at occupations."

But it's worth coming to a full stop at his simple and straightforward conclusion that a "chemical connection" was evident in the etiology of autism. Plus, he was building on earlier work that already suggested such a connection (more on that in an upcoming column). And further disturbing studies have followed.

It's also significant that the study tried to roughly control for "occupational status" -- "It did try to have the control groups of equal occupation and social class," Felicetti said. Contrary to all the speculation that brainpower and education correlate with autistic offspring, job status had nothing to do with it -- roof tarrers are not perched atop the economic ladder, so to speak.

The key was the job itself and its exposure to chemicals. Felicetti told me the plant pathologist and forestry professor from Leo Kanner's 1943 case studies also would have met his test for occupations with chemical exposure.

So yes, maybe Kanner's kids had especially bright parents -- but maybe they were up to their elbows in mercury fungicides, and Lord knows what else, before anyone knew how dangerous that was. (Perhaps fittingly, Kanner said the forestry professor was "very much immersed in his work.")

One of Felicetti's observations in the 1981 article is haunting: "It is especially ironic that many of the parents of the autistic youngsters in our study could not specify the nature of the chemical agents. One can only speculate that they had blind faith in the safety precautions of the plants and in the reassurances of their employers. ...

"We seem to be coming out of an era when individuals routinely assume that occupational exposure to a wide variety of chemicals is a safe pastime. However, ... research indicates this awakening may be too late for substantial numbers of people and for many future generations."
--
Next: A "startling" connection. 

The Age of Autism: Something Wicked -- 2
By DAN OLMSTED
UPI Senior Editor
WASHINGTON, Aug. 24 (UPI) -- The idea of a "chemical connection" in many cases of autism arose during the 1970s and 1980s, then gave way to gene-based theories. But the time has come to revive it.
The last column highlighted a study by Thomas Felicetti, now executive director of Beechwood Rehabilitation Services in Langhorne, Pa. As Felicetti described it in the journal Milieu Therapy in 1981, he compared the occupations of 20 parents of autistic children, 20 parents of retarded children and 20 parents of "normal" children who were friends and neighbors of those attending the Avalon School in Massachusetts where he taught at the time.
"The results did, in fact, suggest a chemical connection," he wrote. "Eight of the 37 known parents of the autistic children had sustained occupational exposure to chemicals prior to conception. Five were chemists and three worked in related fields. The exposed parents represent 21 percent of the autistic group. This compared to 2.7 percent of the retardation controls and 10 percent of the normal controls. The data, subjected to statistical analysis, demonstrated a chemical connection.
"The results of this study point in the direction of chemical exposure as an etiological factor in the birth of autistic children."
What makes Felicetti's study, though small, even more compelling is that it was designed to test earlier work by Dr. Mary Coleman.
In the 1976 book "The Autistic Syndromes," Coleman described her study of 78 autistic children in which she noticed "an unusual exposure of parents to chemicals in the preconception period." Out of 78 autistic kids, 20 were from families with chemical exposure; four were from families where both parents had such exposures -- seven out of eight of those parents as chemists. Still, Coleman worried that because the parents volunteered for the survey they might have been scientifically inclined, skewing the results toward careers like chemistry.
Felicetti effectively confirmed the validity of her finding by selecting the participating parents himself.
Coleman's study has an interesting origin: It was suggested by Bernard Rimland, the pioneering figure whose 1964 book, "Infantile Autism," established that parental behavior was not a cause of autism. In 1974, Coleman recounts, Rimland "and other members of the National Society for Autistic Children approached the Children's Brain Research Clinic of Washington, D.C., to discuss the possibility of the Clinic studying their autistic children at the time of that annual meeting to be held in June."
Those children were the ones on whom the research was based. And a chemical connection was a key finding: "In the preconception history questionnaire filled out by both the father and the mother, there were two areas of marked difference between the parents of the autistic children and parents of the controls," Coleman wrote. "One of these areas was exposure to chemicals."
Coleman wrote that "since the incidence of individuals exposed to chemicals in all related occupations in the United States is 1,059,000 in 91,000,000 or 1.1. percent of the population ... to find that 25 percent of any sample has had chemical exposure is quite startling.
"We feel it can not be dismissed because of the theoretical possibility that chemical toxins could affect genetic material prior to conception. Attempts to identify a particular chemical toxin to which many parents were consistently exposed in our sample failed; the parents recalled exposure to a great multitude and variety of chemical agents with no one chemical or classification of chemicals singled out in the data. Clearly, this is an area where more prospective research is needed."
(The other difference Coleman found in parents of autistic children was "the presence of hypothyroidism in the preconception history.")
And there's more. In the 2002 book "Impact of Hazardous Chemicals on Public Health, Policy, and Service," the authors review those studies and cite another -- an unpublished manuscript by Marcus and Broman: "They found a higher incidence of occupations involving exposure to chemicals among the parents of children with autism."
And this column has reported on a possible chemical link in the very earliest cases of autism described in the literature -- the 11 children in the landmark 1943 paper, "Autistic Disturbances of Affective Contact," by Johns Hopkins University child psychiatrist Leo Kanner.
One of the fathers was a plant pathologist; another was a forestry professor at a southern university; and the very first case, Donald T., grew up in Mississippi surrounded by land that was being replanted as a national forest in the early 1930s. A link suggested by Mark Blaxill of the advocacy group SafeMinds: possible exposure to commercial agriculture chemicals, in particular ethyl-mercury-based fungicides that came on the market around 1930.
And two other parents among those first 11 families had relevant careers -- one was a mining engineer and one was ... a chemist.
All this suggests that, at least in many cases, autism might be fundamentally an environmental illness -- something coming from the outside-in to damage susceptible children. As Shakespeare put it, "Something wicked this way comes."
Felicetti told me he was struck by this consistently large percentage of children whose parents had an identifiable "chemical connection." The question becomes: If we can identify this large a link simply by looking at glaringly evident parents' professions, what is the real percentage of autism cases triggered by toxins including less obvious sources -- most, perhaps?
Yet the issue has been neglected in the rush to hunt down an "autism gene" that so far has yielded little to nothing.
The idea that the age of autism arose and worsened along with harmful exposures is an idea whose time has come -- about 75 years ago. 



	 




	4. Article C: 
	FDA Began Hearings Today on Adverse Health Effects of Elemental Mercury from Dental Amalgams as NAA Calls for Hearings on Ethyl Mercury in Vaccines.

	Nixa , MO – Today, the Food and Drug Administration began a two-day hearing on elemental mercury from dental amalgams. For three years, the National Autism Association (NAA) has called on the FDA, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and Congress to conduct hearings into the adverse neurological effects of ethyl mercury, also known as thimerosal, used as a preservative in vaccines. Research studies suggest that thimerosal is especially harmful to the developing nervous system of fetuses, infants and young children. 

It is not disputed that methyl mercury from fish is a potent neurotoxin. Yet, laboratory tests indicate ethyl mercury may be more toxic than methyl mercury. There are no studies that prove the safety of ethyl mercury in vaccines. Despite misconceptions that mercury has been removed from vaccines, ethyl mercury continues to be injected into millions of children, as evidence mounts of a link between injected mercury and neurological damage. 

In 1999, the FDA called for the voluntary removal of thimerosal from vaccines citing that hundreds of thousands of children had been exposed to mercury in excess of EPA limits. Since 1999, some vaccine makers have complied, leaving trace amounts of thimerosal. Others have not complied.  Some vaccines, including many flu shots, still contain the pre-1999 amount of 25 micrograms of mercury per shot. 

“I’d like the FDA or any government agency to show us the science that proves a ‘trace’ amount of mercury can safely be injected multiple times into an infant or pregnant mother,” says NAA president Wendy Fournier.  “Infants receiving multiple shots in one day get several times the ‘trace’ amount of mercury. Why is this being allowed? They can’t show us the science backing this position because it doesn’t exist. I’d also like the FDA to explain how excessive exposure to mercury won’t cause mercury poisoning. The FDA should follow up the long-overdue hearings on mercury from dental amalgams with hearings on thimerosal. Parents and children around the world are waiting,” she says. 

To learn more about NAA’s request for FDA hearings on the effects of ethyl mercury thimerosal, please visit http://www.nationalautismassociation.org/pdf/FDA9-06.pdf. 



	 




	5. 
	UPCOMING TACA ACTIVITIES! 

	 

 

Sept. 17, 2006: 
3rd Annual Picnic is NOW scheduled for September 17, 2006 
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We are almost sold out! 
At Camp James/Hidden Valley in Irvine, CA 
Registration IS NOW OPEN! SHOP TACA! 
Exhibit & Sponsorship opportunities available! 

Oct.-Nov. 2006: 
Join TACA & Cure Autism Now for these two walks 
 

50% of the proceeds (if you select TACA in your referral box at sign up 
or the links below) will go to TACA & 50% will go to CAN! 
Orange County Walk: 
Camp James/Hidden Valley – October 14, 2006
Click Here: http://www.walknow.org/faf/home/default.asp? 
ievent=144278&msource=06TACAOC
San Diego walk : 
(to be scheduled September 2006)
Click Here: http://www.walknow.org/faf/home/default.asp? 
ievent=144271&msource=06TACASD
Exhibit & Sponsorship opportunities available! 

Monthly Fun: 
Just for FUN – once a month 
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Come Join your TACA friends at PUMP IT UP in Huntington Beach for some good ol’ family fun! 
Click here for the schedule 



	 




	6.
	Calling ALL SUPER PARENTS – TACA Mentors are needed! 

	TACA is in great need for additional mentors throughout California. If TACA has helped you and you are a parent in the autism journey over one year – we could use your time and effort to mentor new families.

Remember the start of your journey?  Parents struggle with where to start, resources in your area and just to have someone there to answer questions via phone or email about autism who understands what it is like to have a child affected. We could really use your assistance for these newbie families. 

Typically the questions you will be asked are: 

· What did you do for your child? 

· What resources do you like (school resources, local autism non public agencies – like speech therapists / ABA providers and other providers) 

· How to start biomedical treatments (again, you are not a doctor, just a friend providing suggestions and information about your journey.) 

· How to start the Gluten free/Casein free diet (you may not be an expert here, but help them navigate the TACA web site and get them to the shopping list they can buy at their neighborhood store.) 

· Support!! 

Please remember: you don’t have to be an expert in all areas – what most people want is you to be a friend that underst ands how they feel. You don’t have to know the answers to all the questions. Just the place to start.

More about TACA mentors: 

TACA has a parent mentor program that is available to TACA members in need. TACA parent mentors are volunteers located in your school district/neighborhood or are close by. These TACA volunteers wish to assist new families to help decrease their learning curve in many topics as it relates to Autism. The goal is getting all our children to the best they can be and in achieving the best possible outcome. 

If this sounds of interest to you, I recommend to please read:

· Mentor Guidelines: http://www.tacanow.com/mentor_guidelines.htm 

· Mentor Program Frequently asked questions: http://www.tacanow.com/mentor.htm 

· Parent Mentor agreement: http://www.tacanow.com/mentor_agreement.pdf 

Finally: How are mentors introduced?  I introduce you to your mentor via email only once I receive the signed parent mentor agreement from the family that needs a parent mentor. It is up to you if you wish to meet or share phone numbers.  Many families handle the mentor relationship by email for the most part and some via the phone.  The desired method of communication is up to you.

Over the past six years, I have mentored over 100 families. It has been the most rewarding time on my TACA journey. It can be for your family, too. If you wish to sign up to be a mentor all you need to do is RESPOND YES to this request!

If you have questions or concerns and want to be a TACA mentor, always feel free to call me at 949-640-4401 or email me any time.  Please remember if I have more TACA mentors like your family, I can do more to help families overall in California.  Thank you for your time. 



	 




	7.
	Vendor Announcements

	Autism One Radio – Support, Informative Topics and great help for families and friends affected by Autism!
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For more information on this free resource see www.autismone.org! 



	 




	8. 
	Books & Web sites 

	Web Links:
MEDICAL ALERT TAGS JUST FOR AUTISM!
http://www.medicalert.org/Main/ConditionsAutism.aspx
Body Worn ID and Membership Card: Each Emblem is, engraved with a Member's personal ID number, key medical facts, and the hotline to the 24-Hour Emergency Response Center. Members also receive a Member Card. 

Live 24-Hour Response Center: MedicAlert will relay key medical facts 24/7 to emergency personnel, so the Member receives faster and safer treatment, and avoids harmful or fatal reactions. 

Family Notification Service: So your autistic child is not alone in an emergency.

MedicAlert Foundation is committed to assisting people who are unable to afford Membership. For new or renewing members; please complete the application/or return the renewal notice with a letter stating that you need MedicAlert’s services and are unable to afford the membership. You can ask your doctor, nurse, or social service agency to write this letter.
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The Parent Side(tm) 
A Campaign for Inclusion and Against Exclusion!
(Powered by a mom!)
As the new school year begins, remember you are not alone, there are many of us fighting the good fight to promote inclusion in the schools and communities! Please forward this to anyone you feel may be interested. Keep the energy going! 


Inclusion Power!
[image: image5.jpg]



Great new retro design promoting inclusion! "Inclusion Power. Everyone Can Flower". A fun colorful design with flowers to promote inclusion, now available on a large selection of products including, buttons, mugs, posters, hats and more. 

Link: http://www.cafepress.com/theparentside/1725260


Zero Tolerance
New cartoon... Did you ever notice how there is "zero tolerance" for misbehavior of students, yet nothing seems to happens when school personnel misbehave? "I Have a 'Different' Dream!" 
Link: http://www.cafepress.com/theparentside/1705588


	 




	9. 
	FUN ACTIVITIES: 

	Got play dates?
Are you feeling stressed out trying to line up play dates?  Then take Wednesdays off and bring your child to our backyard, facilitated playgroup.  We will meet eight Wednesdays, after school, beginning September 20th.  We will use typical play activities so that the children can practice, practice, practice play and social skills.  

This group is for children aged 6-8 with Asperger’s/HFA.  South Huntington Beach location.  Cost $240.00.  The group will be facilitated by:

Jodi Horist, MFT, a licensed marriage and family therapist with two children of her own on the autistic spectrum.

Nicole Bogdan, MA who holds a master’s degree in clinical psychology and has worked as a therapeutic aide for over five years.

Ramona Tamulinas has worked as an ABA therapist for over five years.

For more information contact Jodi at 714-330-9022 or email at j.horist@verizon.net



Social Outing & Fun for kids of all ages
Monthly Pump It Up Schedule
SCHEDULE FOR HUNTINGTON BEACH    
·           September 20, 2006  6-8pm 

·           October 25, 2006       6-8pm 

·           November 22, 2006   6-8pm 

·           December 20, 2006   6-8pm 

SCHEDULE FOR SORRENTO VALLEY
Will occur on the 3rd Wednesday of each month. The dates are: September 20, October 18, November 15, December 20

SCHEDULE FOR RANCHO CUCAMONGA
September 28, 2006 5:45-7:30pm (Bounce begins 6 p.m.; Snacks and Raffle to follow) 
This is a fundraiser night, special event to raise funds for TACA & Cure Autism Now.
How Much? The cost is $6.00 (typically unless otherwise indicated) per child.  No charge for adults.   

Where? HUNTINGTON BEACH Pump it Up of Huntington Beach www.pumpitupparty.com/huntingtonbeach
16531 Gothard Suite C, Huntington Beach 92647   - The NW corner of Gothard and Heil 
Look for small signs in front of the “HB Business Center” office park.  Drive around back to #C. 

Where?  RANCHO CUCAMONGA - We are located in “ Stadium Plaza North” on the corner of Rochester Ave. and Jack Benny Dr. Directly across from the Quakes Stadium. 
Phone: 909-466-0806
Where?  SORRENTO VALLEY Pump it up Sorrento Valley is on 9370 Waples Street, Suite 102 in 
San Diego . Telephone is 858-685-9968 Sorrento Valley 1.5 miles off of I-805 and Mira Mesa Blvd just minutes away from UTC Shopping Mall.
RSVP & MORE INFO
IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU RSVP FOR THESE EVENTS. WE CANNOT GUARANTEE YOUR SPOT IF YOU DO NOT RSVP AS REQUIRED BELOW. FAMILIES WITH A RESERVATION WILL BE ABLE TO ATTEND. THERE ARE NO GUARANTEES FOR ATTENDANCE WITHOUT RSVP’ING. PLEASE HELP US PLAN AND MAKE THIS A FUN TIME FOR ALL WHO WISH TO ATTEND!
FOR HUNTINGTON BEACH: Please RSVP by the Monday before each party to Barbara Cornish at barbara.cornish@Intel.com or (714) 897-3460 or Susan Tombrello at suso903tomb@verizon.net or (714) 841-3076.

FOR RANCHO CUCAMONGA: You must RSVP with the number of children that will be attending at least 48 hours prior to the event. Please RSVP promptly to assure your child’s spot! MINIMUM is 10 children. MAXIMUM is 40 children. Please email aaron2kristie@yahoo.com or phone Kristie at 909 758 0300 .

FOR SORRENTO VALLEY: Please RSVP by the Monday before each party to Kristy Nardini at krnardini@cox.net
IF YOU WOULD LIKE AN EVENT LIKE THIS IN YOUR AREA – PLEASE VOLUNTEER!! Contact tacanow@cox.net for details!
THANK YOU TO THE AMAZING BARBARA, SUSAN, KRISTIE & KRISTY FOR MAKING FUN SOCIAL EVENTS HAPPEN FOR TACA FAMILIES!


	 




	10.
	Conferences 

	A Two-Day Workshop 
On Facilitated Communication 
September 15-16, 2006 - Santa Fe Springs, CA

Introduction to Facilitated Communication …  In this introductory presentation, participants will be introduced to the theory of Facilitated Communication.  We will discuss the impact of movement on communication and thinking.  This presentation will also outline the process of using FC as a support strategy to communication as it is described through the Best Practice Guidelines.
Getting Started …  On the second day, the steps suggested to get started using the strategy, assessment for benefit, and goal writing will be presented.  Participants will learn through hands-on simulations how to appropriately support a person so that they can move to communicate their own thoughts.

These sessions are meant for people wanting to learn about the strategy and then learn how to be a facilitator. Participants will be teachers, Speech and Language Pathologists, paraprofessionals, parents, Occupational Therapists, recreational therapist, and any one else interested…  Be sure and contact me if you are interested in these sessions.
For more information please email: Dghanson62@charter.net


Grandparents Autism Network 
Contact: Bonnie Gillman (714) 573-1500 
New e-mail: gangrandma@cox.net 

Dear Grandparents
Please note that our name has changed from the “Grandparent Connection” to the 

Grandparent Autism Network.  
While our name has changed, our goals have not.  We are grandparents of children with autism who are passionate about improving the quality of life for our loved ones.   Together, we can learn how to be more helpful to our children and grandchildren, raise awareness and support for autism and make a difference!

The Grandparent Autism Network provides a forum to exchange ideas, share resources and enjoy the camaraderie of other grandparents.  Programs are presented in collaboration with recognized professionals who provide medical, educational, therapeutic and social autism support services.  Membership is free, meetings are exclusive to grandparents and provide opportunities for questions and answers.   Programs focus on:

Education:     Learn about autism therapies, research, innovative technologies,available services and community resources.
Advocacy:      Increase awareness and support for autism through community outreach, speaking, letter writing and/orlobbying on a local and national basis.
Social Events:  Meet with other grandparents for dinners, theatre and othersocial opportunities.
Grandchildren Activities:  Participate in group entertainment and planned excursions. 
The following topics will be presented by Nancy McGovern, PhD, Clinical Psychologist, County of Orange Health Care Agency, Parent Support Consultant to Regional Center of Orange County and Hedy Hansen, Parent Support & Education Program Manager at For OC Kids, CHOC/UCI Neurodevelopmental Center
For more information contact Bonnie Gillman at (714) 573-1500 or e-mail:  gangrandma@cox.net.


CRIMSON CENTER

Please call (858) 695-9415 to confirm attendance
9606 Tierra Grande #107 * San Diego 92126
Miramar Area
September 21, 2006
6:30-8:00 P.M.

Perspectives on Autism
by Lars Perner, Ph.D. 

Lars discusses his experiences with life on the autism spectrum.  He begins with a brief background on autism, emphasizing the perplexing assortment of symptoms possible, other conditions often associated with it, and a visual illustration of the its causes and effects.  Lars also discusses his experiences going through the educational system, life before and after the diagnosis, sensory and social issues, and adaptations he has learned over the years. 

Lars Perner is an Assistant Professor of Clinical Marketing at the Marshall School of Business at the University of Southern California and Executive Director of the Autism Education Foundation ( http://www.AutismLessons.org ).  He holds a Ph.D. in marketing, an M.B.A., and a B.A. in political science and psychology, and is one of the few “aspies” who actually get paid for talking at length about their obsessive interests.  Lars has writes on autistic thinking and life planning for persons on the autism spectrum, and maintains several web sites on autism, including http://www.AspergersSyndrome.org and http://www.Intro2Autism.com
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Advances and Best Practices in
AUTISM . LEARNING DISABILITIES - ADHD

Friday, October 20th & Saturday October 21st
‘Skitball Cultural Center, Los Angelos

AN IN-DEPTH AND THOUGHT PROVOKING CONFERENCE FOR PROFESSIONALS AND
PARENTS. THIS CONFERENCE FEATURES LEADING RESEARCHERS, EDUCATORS
AND CLINICIANS IN AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS, ASPERGER'S DISORDER,
LEARNING DISABILITIES AND ADHD.

SUMMIT CHAIRS
Barbara Firestone, Ph.D. . Paul Satz, Ph.D. . Peter Whybrow, M.D.

PRESENTERS
Rcbert M. Bider PhO. . Robert Brosks, Ph.D. . Sophia A, Colamarino, Ph.D. . Debarah Fain, PhD.
Davd T.Feinberg, M.D, MBA. . Jack Fletcher, PhD. . Brus M. Gale, PAD.

Dariel H. Geschwind, M0, PhD. . Elzabath Gonzélez, PhO. . Stephen Hinshaw. PhD
Philip Lovin, Ph.D. . David S. Mandell, Sc.D. . James T. McCracken, M.D.

Kiis Parry . IsaacN. Passah, PhO - Albert Skip® Rizzo, Ph.D. . Sally Rogers, PhD.
Laura Scivebman, Ph.D, . Lauria Stephens, Ph.D. . James Swanson, PhO. . Louis Vismara, M.D

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER

Akiva Goldsman
iy Award Winning Seream
o X Sasaiel Mind & Produ

STRATION COMING SOON AT WWW.THEHEL







November 15, 2006
6:30-8:00 P.M.

More Than Just Coping: 

Empowerment Strategies for Parents

by Chantal Sicile-Kira

The Crimson Center cannot endorse any individual program.



	 




	11.
	Personal Note: 
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The TACA Table at the Show       
Lisa & Billy Idol! 
It’s not often you get to go to a rock concert, hear some “blasts from the past” in the world of music, raise money and awareness for autism AND MEET BILLY IDOL!!  16,000 people attended a great day of fun, music and fundraising for TACA on August 19, 2006.   It was an amazing opportunity for TACA and a really fun day for me personally (I think the picture above with my smile tells you a lot!) 

The day started off with the Jack-FM folks telling me I was going to introduce the Violent Femmes via camera transmitted to the stage.  Due to the Violent Femmes going on stage unannounced (that was funny!) I was changed to introducing Cheap Trick. A few minutes after taping the announcement, the crew came back to tell me the camera sound did not work and that I was upgraded to introducing Billy Idol. (COOL! I can handle that!) And that I would need to use backstage passes to get on stage to do it (I can REALLY handle that!) Then they asked, "Can you get a child with autism here in less than 1 hour?" Well… did not have one handy so I called hubby and told him to book it down to the concert with 16,000 other folks – no worries right? 

Glen made it with Jeff with a few minutes to spare. We got backstage only to have Robin Zander (Cheap Trick's lead singer) say "Hey, little rocker" to Jeff and then Jeff proceeded to the do the "rock on" sign. That was classic. (I chatted briefly with him and the lead guitarist which was so amazing for me – Cheap Trick was my first concert experience in 1979!) 

We practiced the "And now introducing Billy Idol" with Jeff for an entire 15 minutes. He got it perfect each time. Time came where Lauren, Glen, me and Jeff got on stage. 

I thanked the audience for supporting TACA, professing my love to all, and announcing about the $45,000+ raised for local families. It was so cool! Handed the mike to Jeff with a nice intro and he said "Now introducing Billy & Mandy!" Oh geeez. I had to say, "What he meant to say was here comes Billy Idol!" I have no idea if Billy got to hear his new name or not. 

Special thanks to Jack 93.1 FM for their desire to help the TACA families we serve. A big thanks to the TACA team at the show: Steph, Elizabeth, Sean, Amir, Lauren, Jamie, Kim & the Giordano family. To get a full RECAP of the event, activities and more pictures – please check out the front page of www.tacanow.org. If you are were there at the concert, excited about the coverage for TACA or just happy they raised awareness for autism, please drop them a note of thanks at promotions@931jackfm.com .  For more information about the radio station, please see www.931jackfm.com .

But wait—there’s more!  NEXT EVENT! 
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Money made at the August 25 th event                          Adam Carolla, Lisa & Jeff 
To follow up the amazing concert – another radio station adopted TACA for a car wash and autism awareness. That would be 97.1 FREE FM and Adam Carolla. On Friday, August 25, close to $1,500 was made by girls washing cars at a little car wash on Melrose in Los Angeles.  For information and to thank Adam and his team, please see www.971freefm.com.

After a couple fun and amazing events like that we are now gearing up for the TACA’s 3 rd annual picnic next weekend. It is going to be a great event.  Last year, several families told me it was their only day for the entire year they got out as a family and had fun. We plan to have a lot of fun, enjoy some Team Vico music, partake on GFCF goodies and In-N-Out and just plain have a great time at Hidden Valley/Camp James in Irvine. I hope you can come!  For more information, please check out www.tacanow.org ‘s front page for details. This event is about 300 tickets away from a sell out.

To finish up – a lot of nice folks have been inquiring about the trip to Austin, Texas to see Dr. Arthur Krigsman and staff at the Thoughtful House. I will update all on Jeff’s colonoscopy and endoscopy results as soon as I receive them.  Thanks for the good thoughts and prayers – Jeff did a great job throughout the entire process – he continues to amaze me everyday.

Before I sign off – two articles made the headline news on CNN, all the local news and every paper across the nation with two theories of the autism epidemic. One attributed the rise in autism to older fathers and another attributed the rise to television. These articles are not worth publishing or mentioning again. The fact that these are referred to as “studies” and received as much air play as they have makes me beyond upset. On dads – if we looked at TACA’s 2100 families, that theory would account for less than 20% of our group. I encourage you to read the “studies” to understand the data, timeline and other important information behind the headlines. It is staggering that they were even reported. These new studies fall in the same as “refrigerator moms” and “geeks get lucky” who have long since been disproven. I choose to focus on the rebuttals by Dan Olmsted.  Ahh…that’s more like it! There is some sanity is this world!

Hugs, thanks, and BE SAFE 
Lisa A Jeff's mom

And Editor: Kim Palmer (thanks Kim!) 



	 




	Web Page for TACA Group: www.tacanow.com
check it out and let me know your thoughts at TACAnow@cox.net
Talk About Curing Autism (TACA) provides general information of interest to the autism community. The information comes from a variety of sources and TACA does not independently verify any of it. The views expressed herein are not necessarily TACA’s. TACA does not engage in lobbying or other political activities.IF YOU DO NOT WANT TO RECEIVE THESE EMAILS, just respond and I will be happy to remove you from the list. EMAIL ADDRESS IS: tacanow@cox.net.

P.S. TACA e-news is now sent to 2,618 people! 
(This number STILL represents 90% families affected by autism and 10% professionals.)


	


