	

	


E-News December 2006
Here is your update on the TACA (TALK ABOUT CURING AUTISM) Group for December 2006 - #1. As always, email your thoughts and/or questions. I want to make this e-newsletter informative for you. Let me know your thoughts on how I can improve it.
If this email is NEW to you and you don't recognize the name... WELCOME! These emails happen two to four times a month for the Southern California autism support group called TACA. As always, email your thoughts and/or questions to tacanow@cox.net. I want to make this e-newsletter informative for you. Let me know your thoughts on how I can improve it.
Talk About Curing Autism (TACA) provides general information of interest to the autism community. The information comes from a variety of sources and TACA does not independently verify any of it. The views expressed herein are not necessarily TACA’s. We focus on parent information and support, parent mentoring, dietary intervention, the latest in medical research, special education law, reviews of the latest treatments, and many other topics relating to Autism. Our main goal is to build our community so we can connect, share and support each other. TACA has an official web site at: www.tacanow.com
In This Month's Edition of TACA e-news:
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	Upcoming TACA Costa Mesa schedule & other TACA meeting schedule info

	2.
	A Concert and TACA as the beneficiary! 

	3.
	General News: 
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	Combating Autism Act Passes 

	
	 
	B)
	Cure Autism Now and Autism Speaks Announce Plans to Combine Operations 

	
	 
	C)
	Newsweek Cover Story on Autism 

	
	 
	D)
	O.C. couple say they paid tens of thousands for 'free education' 

	
	 
	E)
	Rising to the occasion – a special story about a boy (becoming a man) and autism 

	4.
	Vaccine News 

	
	 
	A)
	Bad News for Mercury Defenders – by David Kirby 

	
	 
	B)
	Expert Panel Identifies Serious Gaps in VSD 

	
	 
	C)
	Dan Olmstead – UPI’s Age of Autism continues - 3 new installments 

	
	 
	D)
	THE OTHER SECRET BUSH COURT? By David Kirby 
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	Calling all SUPER Parents – mentors are needed! 
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	Vendor Announcements
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	Books & Web Sites 
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	Fun Activities
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	Conferences 
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	Personal Note 
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	Upcoming TACA Costa Mesa Meeting Schedule: 

	 

 

January 2007: 
NO TACA COSTA MESA MEETING IN JANUARY 
 

please see UCSD Debate information in the TACA SAN DIEGO meeting information below. 

February 3, 2007:
TACA’s NEW PARENT SEMINAR 
 

· Location: Newport Vineyard Church – Costa Mesa 

· Time: 9 am – 4 pm 

· Registration required – please see link for more details: http://www.tacanow.com/parent_seminar.htm 

February 10, 2007:
Speaker being confirmed 
 

 

March 10, 2007:
Speaker being confirmed 
 

 



All Meetings at The Vineyard: 102 E. Baker, Costa Mesa, CA [

 HYPERLINK "http://www.tacanow.com/groups_location.htm" \t "_blank" click here to find a meeting

 HYPERLINK "http://www.tacanow.com/groups_location.htm" \t "_blank" ] 
(Please do not contact the church for meeting details. They have graciously offered use of their facility, but are not affiliated with TACA.) And remember, we are still a non-faith based group!

Directions:
405 FWY South, Exit Bristol 
Right on Bristol 
Left on Baker 
Go under FREEWAY. 
The Vineyard Church is on the corner just after the freeway - turn left onto the freeway access road, 
make FIRST right into the Vineyard's parking lot.



	 




	 
	TACA Has 7 California Meeting Locations: 

	 

 

Costa Mesa: 
· Meets: 2nd Saturday of each month 

· More Info: (info in item #1 for meeting topics and details) CLICK HERE TO FIND A MEETING 
West Hills:
· Meets: Typically meets the 1st Sunday of each month 

· Time: 7:00pm-9:00pm 

· Location: Jumping Genius – 22750 Roscoe Blvd West Hills, CA 
(the corner of Roscoe Blvd & Fallbrook Ave) 

· Information: Please contact Moira Giammatteo at moira@netzero.net or Cathy Beier at cgbeier@earthlink.net 

· Child Care: This is not offered at this time, sorry. Because of liability insurance limitations of the donated facility, there are no exceptions to this policy, we are sorry. 

San Diego:
· Meets: Typically meets the fourth Tuesday of each month 

· Time: 6:30 pm-9:00 pm 

· Info: Please contact Becky Estepp restepp@sbcglobal.net 

· Location: Rancho Bernardo Community Presbyterian Church - 17010 Pomerado Road, 
San Diego, CA 92128 - Skylight East and West rooms 

· Note: We have no affiliation to the church, so please do not contact them regarding our group 

· Information: Please contact Becky Estepp restepp@sbcglobal.net 

· Child Care: We are sorry – this free service is no longer available 

· No December meeting 

SPECIAL EVENT:
Vaccines and Autism, Is There a Connection? A Thoughtful Debate 
Featuring 
David Kirby – Author 
Evidence of Harm
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Arthur Allen – Author 
Vaccine: The Controversial Story of Medicine’s Greatest Lifesaver 
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Mr. Kirby’s Biography: 

David Kirby has been a professional journalist for over 15 years, and wrote for The New York Times for more than eight years. Kirby was a contracted writer with the weekly City Section at The Times, where he covered public health, local politics, art and culture, film and theater, architecture, zoning and land use, among many other subjects. He has also contributed to The Magazine, Arts & Leisure, Personal Health, Men’s Health, Science Times, Escapes, Travel, Weekend and other sections of the paper. Kirby has also written for a number of national magazines, including Glamour, Redbook, Marie Claire, Mademoiselle, Self, Art News, and others. In addition, Kirby was a foreign correspondent in Mexico and Central America from 1986-1990, where he covered the wars in El Salvador and Nicaragua, and covered politics, corruption and natural disasters in Mexico. From Latin America, he reported for UPI, the San Francisco Examiner, Newsday, The Arizona Republic, Houston Chronicle and the NBC Radio Network. 

Mr. Allen’s Biography: 

Arthur Allen was born in Cincinnati and educated at the University of California, Berkeley where he received an undergraduate degree in Development Studies. He was a foreign correspondent for the Associate Press in El Salvador during the war in that country, and later was based in Mexico City, Paris, and Bonn, Germany. Since 1995, he has been a freelance magazine writer in Washington, D.C., specializing in biomedical affairs. 

Allen is particularly interested in how society responds to changes in technology. His book (to be released in January 2007) chronicles the rough and tumble history of vaccines as well as the social and cultural response to vaccination programs, from Cotton Mather’s Boston in the early 18 th Century, to present-day conflicts over vaccine safety and supply. 

Allen lives in Washington, D.C., with his wife, the writer Margaret Talbot, and his two children. 

.

Event Sponsored by : Generation Rescue, Safe Minds, Talk About Curing Autism, Autism Research Institute, Fox 6 News San Diego, Shuman Hoy & Associates, Berle Family, UCSD TV, and The Cognitive Science Department of the University of California, San Diego
Event Information: 
· Location: UC San Diego Price Center 9500 Gilman Dr., La Jolla Ca 92093 

· Date: Saturday, January 13, 2007 

· Time: Lecture & Debate 10:00am to 12:30pm 
Reception & Book Signing: 1:00 to 2:00pm 

· Costs: Lecture: Free if R.S.V.P.’s received online via www.tacanow.org PRIOR TO 1/9/2007or $10 on-site or 1/10/2007 After talk Reception: $5 on-site) 
· For more information, please go to www.tacanow.org or call (858) 673-7193 

Corona:
· Meets: Meets the 3rd Saturday of each month 

· Time: 1:30–4:30 p.m. 

· Location: Peppermint Ridge - 825 Magnolia Avenue, Corona CA  92883 

· Information: Please contact Tami Duncan via email at TACAInlandEmpire@aol.com 

· Child Care: This is not offered at this time, sorry. 

· No December meeting 

· January 15, 2007 Vincent Marcel, Body Doc – Alternative Therapies for ASD 

· February 19, 2007 Karen DeFelice, Digestive Enzymes for ASD 

· March 19, 2007 David Sponder, RDI Therapies for ASD 

Torrance:
· Meets: Meets the 3rd Monday of each month 

· Location: Whole Foods Market - 2655 Pacific Coast Hiway - Torrance (@ the Rolling Hills Shopping Center) 

· Time: 6:30 - 9:00 p.m. 

· Information: Please contact Beth Mulholland via email at bethandkenm@msn.com 

· Childcare: This is not offered at this time, sorry. 

· No December meeting 

Visalia:
· Meets: 3rd Wednesday of month 

· Time: 6:00-6:30 pm “Happy Hour” with GFCF Snacks & Coffee for Support
6:30-8:30 pm is the education portion with a speaker 

· Location: (Tulare County) Kaweah Delta Multi-Service Center Auditorium, 402 W. Acequia, Visalia. 

· Information: Please contact Lynne Arnold via email at lsarnold@earthlink.net 

· Childcare: We are sorry, this is not offered at this time. 

Santa Rosa:
· Meets: 2nd Tuesday of each month 

· NEW LOCATION: Family Resource Center 
1425 Corporate Center Parkway , Santa Rosa, CA – 707-524-6677 
· Time: 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

· For more info: Cathy Ference – email Cathy.Ference@KJMAIL.COM 

· Childcare: This is not offered at this time, sorry. 

· No December meeting 



	 




	 
	TACA Calendar Quick View 

	DECEMBER 2006 
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday


 

1
2
3 
West Hills Meeting 
4 

5
6
7
8 

9
Costa Mesa Meeting
10 

11
12
NO Santa Rosa Meeting for December 
13
14
15 

16
NO Corona Meeting for December 

17
18
NO Torrance Meeting for December 

19
BERARD AUDITORY INTEGRATION TRAINING
20
Visalia Meeting 

21
22
23
24
25
26
NO San Diego 
Meeting for December 

27
28
29
30
31
 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 2007
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
1
2
3

4
5
6
7 
West Hills Meeting 
8 

9
Santa Rosa Meeting 
10
11
12 

13
NO TACA 
(Costa Mesa) Meeting for January 
----------
Vaccines and Autism, Is There a Connection? A Thoughtful Debate 
14 

15
Torrance Meeting 
16
17
Visalia Meeting
18
Rhythmonics has organized a very special benefit concert to support Talk About Curing Autism 
19 

20
Corona Meeting: Vincent Marcel, Body Doc – Alternative Therapies for ASD 

21
22
23
San Diego Meeting 
24

25
The Grandparent Autism Network 
is pleased to invite the Orange County Community 
to a presentation by David Amaral, Ph.D.
26
27
28
29
30
31
 

 

 






	2. Announcement
	A Concert to Benefit TACA! 
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Presents

A Very Special Benefit Concert 
Supporting Talk About Curing Autism

 Who: 
Renato Giordano and his company Rhythmonics has organized a very special benefit concert to support Talk About Curing Autism in honor of his daughter, who has autism. Held in conjunction with the NAMM show, the largest music products trade show in the world, Renato has brought together an amazing group of musicians for one night.

What?
A benefit concert featuring:

· The Peter Dobson Quartet 

· Cisco Robles and his D’Vine Order 

· Guitar Virtuoso Anthony Mazzella 

· Social Disorder 

· Mendoza Heredia Neto 

· The Rocco de Luca Band 

· And an incredible surprise celebrity guest that you won’t want to miss! 
 In conjunction with the concert there will also be a raffle and auction of some amazing, one-of-a-kind items.

When? 
  

Thursday, January 18, 2007 - Show starts at 8:00 p.m., doors open at 6:00 p.m. 

Where?
The Galaxy Theatre 
3503 S. Harbor Boulevard 
Santa Ana , CA 92704

Cost: 
$25.00 for general admission tickets 
$250.00 for VIP tickets. VIP tickets include: 

· Preferred seating for the show 

· Exclusive access to after party with musicians and other celebrity guests 

· Food and drinks (beer or wine) at the after party 

Tickets can be purchased at www.tacanow.org. For more information about the concert, please call (949) 689-9124.



	 




	3
	General News 




	3. Article A: 
	Combating Autism Act Passes House of Representatives By 
Two-Thirds Majority

	Advocacy Groups Call Passage a Landmark Event for Investigation of Environmental Factors in Autism

Washington, DC -  The National Autism Association (NAA) and SafeMinds today are calling the passage of the Combating Autism Act an important step forward for the one in 166 children now diagnosed with autism.  The two groups have been involved for the past year and a half with the legislative process to ensure that three main concerns were addressed in the bill: 

· Research provisions for investigating the link between environmental factors and the development of autism. 

· Greater research oversight from the autism community 

· Treatment of those diagnosed with autism spectrum disorders. 

In the report language accompanying the bill, Congressman Joe Barton stated, “..the legislation rightfully calls for renewed efforts to study all possible causes of autism—including vaccines and other environmental causes.” Barton also states, “..these provisions will insure continuation and intensification of crucial research at NIEHS so that it is able to conduct all necessary research to determine the environmental factors in autism.” 

“For the first time, we now have acknowledgement from the federal government that factors such as mercury from vaccines may play a role in the development of autism,” commented Laura Bono, NAA board member and mother of a son diagnosed with autism and mercury toxicity.  “This is the most promising area of research for our children, and we now have a clear directive that this will be investigated by the National Institutes of Health. Vaccines and their toxic components can no longer be ignored by our government as causative factors in autism.”

The urgency of creating a solid program of environmental investigation has been made particularly clear by Don and Deirdre Imus.  “With the huge rise over the past 18 years in neurological disorders among the children of this country, we can’t responsibly write the numbers off as ‘better diagnosing,’” according to Deirdre Imus, president and founder of the Deirdre Imus Environmental Center for Pediatric Oncology.  “The health outcomes of environmental insults such as the injection of mercury through vaccines must be thoroughly investigated. Clearly, the toll taken upon human health by such toxins is of paramount concern, and must be addressed proactively.”
 
Additionally, the bill expands the Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC) to include representation from additional members of the autism community in an effort to strengthen research oversight, and addresses treatment options for those affected by autism.  “Rather than merely counting the children diagnosed with autism, we now have government confirmation that autism is a national emergency that can and should be treated,” according to SafeMinds President Lyn Redwood. “This reaffirms our long-standing position that there is hope for all families affected by autism.”

The authorizations included in the bill must now gain funding through the appropriations committee.  While the advocacy organizations expressed disappointment at the elimination of a $45 million earmark to the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS) in the senate version of the bill, they are gearing up to make sure the environmental provisions become a reality through adequate funding to NIEHS as the legislative reports of both the Senate and the House have directed. 

From National Autism Association and Safe Minds (www.nationalautismassociation.org and www.safemind.org) 



	 




	3. Article B: 
	Cure Autism Now and Autism Speaks Announce Plans to Combine Operations 

	Merger of Leading Autism Organizations Will Lead to Enhanced Research, Treatment and Advocacy Programs

[image: image7.jpg]SWorkiTozether:



( NEW YORK, NY – November 29, 2006) – Autism Speaks and Cure Autism Now (CAN) have signed a memorandum of understanding to combine operations, uniting the nation's two leading autism organizations and their cutting-edge programs for research, biomedical treatment and advocacy. The merger was announced today by Mark Roithmayr, president of Autism Speaks, and Peter Bell, president and chief executive officer of CAN. Due diligence and final board approvals are expected to be concluded by February 1, 2007. The consolidated organization will be known as Autism Speaks, Inc. 

The consolidation of the two non-profit organizations will provide the scale necessary to respond to the crisis of autism, the nation's fastest-growing developmental disorder. Both groups share a commitment to accelerate and fund biomedical research into the causes, prevention, treatments and cure for Autism Spectrum Disorders; to increase awareness of the disorder; and to improve the quality of life of affected individuals and their families. 

“Autism Speaks and Cure Autism Now believe that a combined organization will attract more resources and facilitate large-scale research, while providing the funding necessary to launch planned clinical and quality-of-life programs. A single entity will foster collaboration among the best scientific minds and most dedicated advocates. This is how we will reach our common mission -- finding a cure for autism,” said Bell and Roithmayr in a joint statement. 

“Since their founding, Autism Speaks and CAN have committed more than $80 million to autism research and education, established scientific resources, promoted awareness and led federal advocacy efforts,” said Bob Wright, co-founder and board chairman of Autism Speaks. “During the past year, we have worked closely with CAN on critical issues facing the autism community, and now we will truly be able to combine our efforts and passions toward our common goals.” 

“When we started CAN ten years ago, they told us you can't hurry science,” said Jonathan Shestack, co-founder of Cure Autism Now. “But with an extraordinary group of committed families and scientists we created a field from scratch and proved that, indeed, you can hurry science. In this next chapter, with Autism Speaks, we intend to move further and faster.” 

Autism Spectrum Disorders are diagnosed in one in 166 children, with four times as many boys than girls affected. Autism has increased tenfold in the last decade. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have called autism a national public health crisis. 

The combined organization will maintain both Cure Autism Now's and Autism Speaks' national walk programs and professional staffs. The scientific research processes, advisory boards and protocols of each entity will be integrated and flagship CAN programs, including the Autism Genetic Resource Exchange (AGRE), Autism Treatment Network (ATN), Clinical Trials Network (CTN) and Innovative Technology for Autism (ITA), will be expanded. 

CURE AUTISM NOW 
Cure Autism Now is an organization of parents, clinicians and leading scientists accelerating research to prevent, treat and cure autism – for individuals and families today, and for future generations. Cure Autism Now is a leading private funder of biomedical research in autism, providing more than $35 million for research grants, education, outreach and scientific resources. Cure Autism Now has chapters across the country with national headquarters in Los Angeles. More information about Cure Autism Now can be found at www.cureautismnow.org. 

ABOUT AUTISM SPEAKS 
Autism Speaks is dedicated to increasing awareness of the growing autism epidemic and to raising money to fund scientists who are searching for a cure. The organization was founded in February 2005 by Suzanne and Bob Wright. Bob Wright is Vice Chairman and Executive Officer, General Electric, and Chairman and CEO, NBC Universal. Autism Speaks and the National Alliance for Autism Research (NAAR) combined operations in February 2006, bringing together two of the leading organizations dedicated to accelerating and funding biomedical research into the causes, prevention, treatments and cure for autism spectrum disorders; to increasing awareness of the nation's fastest growing developmental disorder; and to advocating for the needs of affected families. To learn more about Autism Speaks, please visit www.autismspeaks.org


	 




	3. Article C: 
	News Week Cover story on Autism

	http://www.prnewswire.com/cgi-bin/stories.pl?ACCT=104&STORY=/www/story/11-19-2006/0004477375&EDATE=

NEWSWEEK MEDIA LEAD SHEET/November 27 Issue 
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The November 27 issue of Newsweek (on newsstands Monday, November 20), "Growing Up With Autism," looks at how families are coping as their autistic children reach adolescence and young adulthood-and how the goals of the autism activist movement are evolving as the disorder continues to challenge science. Plus: Where top '08 contenders stand on the Iraq war, Washington's new overtures to Tehran, the war to become the Nielsen of the Web and the annual Tip Sheet Holiday Gift Guide. (PRNewsFoto/NEWSWEEK)

NEW YORK , NY UNITED STATES 11/19/2006

Challenging Autism

NEWSWEEK will host a Live Talk on the challenges of reaching adulthood with autism on Nov. 22. 

 



	 




	3. Article D: 
	O.C. couple say they paid tens of thousands for 'free education'

	They were forced to shell out jewelry and designer goods to get proper care for their autistic son, according to a claim they filed.

By Ashley Powers
Times Staff Writer
November 17, 2006
<http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-gifts17nov17,0,17262.story>

To get proper schooling for their severely autistic son, an Irvine couple say they were forced to shower employees at his elementary school with diamond jewelry, Coach bags, Chanel perfume and other lavish gifts worth a total of $100,000, according to a legal claim filed this month.

Thomas Lin, a pediatrician, and his wife, Liya, a homemaker, also bought and furnished a condo that a teacher's newlywed daughter and husband lived in rent-free for a year before moving out with the furniture, according to the claim filed Nov. 2 against the Irvine Unified School District and the Orange County Department of Education.

"It was a nightmare for a long time," said Liya Lin, who, on her attorney's advice, declined to comment further.

County Supt. of Education William M. Habermehl said he was told the Lins were not pressured to give gifts in exchange for educating their now 7-year-old son, who could not speak and was not toilet-trained, but said county education officials had launched an investigation.

Teachers can't accept gifts more lavish than the typical flowers, candy or Starbucks gift cards, Habermehl said. "There should never be a situation where parents feel like they have to give."

Irvine Unified officials declined to comment.

In fall 2004, at least 15 private schools rejected the Lins' son, Jonathan, who was briefly enrolled in a county-run classroom, said Lynne Arnold, a spokeswoman for the Lins' attorney, Paul M. Roberts.

Arnold said Liya Lin gave Nancy Melgares, the district's special-education director, a $875 Gucci purse in hopes of getting her son into special-education classes at Canyon View Elementary School in Irvine.

The Lins, immigrants from Taiwan, contend that what began as gestures of goodwill common in their native country soon spiraled out of control.

According to their claim, school and district faculty coerced them into buying extravagant presents, including St. John outfits, $1,000 gift certificates from Neiman Marcus and Bloomingdale's, a $700 dinner at the Four Seasons hotel, $500 a month in pastries for the school, and a "priceless" jade bracelet considered a family heirloom.

Arnold said that when Liya Lin's gift-giving waned, their son's care appeared to deteriorate. School employees "started getting more aggressive with her — calling her, telling her what they wanted" for gifts, Arnold said.

Those who received gifts sent the Lins thank-you cards, a dozen of which are included in their claim. One, from Jonathan's special-education teacher, Nancy Wilson, reads: "I love the jacket and coat! Wow!!" The coat and pearl necklace "will look so wonderful together! The gift card was such a wonderful surprise! You are so amazingly generous." 

On the card's front is a heart and the phrase "The best things in the world aren't things."

Wilson, the claim says, also persuaded the Lins to buy an Irvine condo for her daughter and new husband, who lived there for a year without paying rent.

Another of Wilson's adult children asked the Lins for a $100,000 business loan, suggesting that they drum up the money by borrowing against their home, the claim says. Though the Lins refused that and another request for $1 million to start a business, the claim says, they tried to patch up their relationship with the teacher by giving her $2,000 in gift certificates.

Wilson said Thursday that the district had told her not to comment. The other employees named in the complaint didn't return phone calls. They are Melgares; Jan Benner, a program specialist; and therapists Laura Biggerstaff and Darla Bethke.

The gifts stopped when the Lins confided in a friend, who guided them to an attorney, Arnold said. The couple pulled Jonathan out of Canyon View in June to educate him at home.

"I can't think of a parent who wouldn't sell their right arm to help their child," said National Autism Assn. spokesman Scott Bono. "If this is true, to have parents put over the barrel and take advantage of them, it's just despicable."

ashley.powers@latimes.com

(INFOBOX BELOW)

Expensive tastes

Some of the more than $100,000 in gifts that Thomas and Liya Lin say they gave educators who worked with their autistic son at Canyon View Elementary School in Irvine:

• A furnished condominium, rent-free for a year, for a child of a teacher.
• $2,800 2-carat diamond ring.
• $1,700 bracelet.
• $1,500 set of watches.
• $1,500 St. John outfit.
• $1,000 gift certificates to Neiman Marcus, Bloomingdale's and Macy's.
• $1,000 pearl necklace.
• $875 Gucci purse.
• $700 to $800 dinner at the Four Seasons hotel.
• $700 Louis Vuitton purses.
• $280 Chanel scarf.
• $230 ruby necklace.
• $200 Chanel perfume.
• Godiva chocolates.
• A family heirloom jade bracelet described as "priceless."

Source: Complaint filed with the Orange County Department of Education and the Irvine Unified School District.

Editor’s NOTE: LA Times reported on December 14, 2006 that this case has been settled out of court for an undisclosed amount.


	 




	3. Article E: 
	Rising to the occasion

	Family and rabbi help an autistic boy on his big coming-of-age day, and he grows into role as well. 
By JEFF ROWE 
The Orange County Register

Link with PICTURES http://www.ocregister.com/ocregister/news/local/article_1345926.php
Outwardly calm and looking dapper in a tie and suit, the Irvine boy exuded cool confidence as he waited for the room to fill and celebrants to make last-minute preparations for the biggest day of his life. 

Arye Kramsky has autism, a mysterious mental disorder that affects thinking and learning, and even on the day of his bar mitzvah, no one knew for sure that Arye could – or would – participate. 

A bar mitzvah symbolizes a Jewish boy's passage to manhood, typically at age 13. Boys study for months for the ceremony, which involves scripture readings, prayers and songs. And the boys-becoming-men speak to the congregation about their religious experience. 

All of those elements presented problems for Arye, who attends school at Serrano Middle School in Lake Forest, but is unable to read, write or carry on a conversation. 

That made reading scripture passages an impossible undertaking. Arye speaks, but often makes repetitive or inappropriate statements. At one point during the ceremony, he turned to his mother, Allison, and said "Having fun?" 

He can speak in perfectly enunciated sentences when prompted by his family. When asked "How are you?" he answered, "I'm fine, thank you." 

But Arye's attention span tends to flutter, and focusing on the normal 90-minute bar mitzvah seemed too great a challenge. That set his parents, Paul and Allison Kramsky, to thinking: Could they modify the ceremony a bit? It still would require Arye to do things he had never done before, such as sing before a crowd. 

"We believed he could rise to the challenge," said his father, the vice president of a company that makes medical devices. 
But would the rabbi permit the changes? 

Jewish congregations in the United States fall into several categories, including Orthodox, which follow the strictest interpretation of Jewish law; Conservative, which is a bit more interpretive; and Reformed, which trends toward more allowances in practices – allowing women rabbis, for example. 

Rabbi Richard Steinberg of Congregation Shir Ha-Ma'alot, a Reform synagogue in Irvine, was enthusiastic about modifying the ceremony for Arye. 

Rather than insist that Arye do the readings himself, Rabbi Steinberg allowed him to incorporate some songs Arye already knew into the ceremony. To his family's surprise, Arye memorized the words to the songs and learned to sing them not only in tune but in the correct register. 

On a couple of occasions, Arye started a verse an octave high, but quickly corrected himself. At some points in songs, he draped a hand over the mike, looking for all the world like a lounge singer. 

His parents also used some pictures as visual cues illustrating what was he was going to be doing at several junctures of the ceremony. One picture showed a cup, which reminded him that the blessing thanking God for the wine was the next part of the ceremony. 

"Autistic kids do better with visuals," Allison said. 
Learning the songs and abbreviated prayers was only part of the challenge Arye faced. A key part of the ceremony involves carrying the Torah around the congregation. The Torah is a sacred cloth scroll containing the first five books of Moses, written in Hebrew. Those books are what other religions call the Old Testament. 

The scroll is about 3 feet tall and weighs about 40 pounds. Arye's family feared he would drop it in the procession. So they adapted a harness used to carry a baby. 

Just before the Torah ceremony, when the cantor was singing and attention diverted from Arye, he revealed a behavior anomaly that makes autism such a difficult disorder for scientists to understand. How can the brain appear to function normally in some areas and disconnect in others? 

Before handing Arye the Torah, and while the cantor sang a song, Rabbi Steinberg walked across the bimah, the stage where the rabbi and cantor conduct the ceremony. Steinberg walked toward Arye, his hand raised, palm forward. Arye slapped him a high-five. 

"We're thankful today that God spoke to us through Arye," Steinberg said. 
And thanks to the rabbi, a determined family, some strategically deployed pictures and the wonder of music, Arye did everything asked of him, invoking smiles, tears and cheers. 

When the ceremony was over, the congregation adjourned for lunch and a slide show of Arye's life, which his sister, Jenna, had assembled. 

"This was amazing," said Ali Wolf of Irvine, a member of the congregation and mother of an child with cerebral palsy. When Arye sang during the ceremony, Wolf and other mothers of special-needs children cried. 
Wolf is part of a group at the temple called Brit Tikvah, a support group for congregation members who have children with special needs. 

Arye's grandmother also was astounded by his performance. "I had no idea he was making such progress," said Ruth Kramsky of Laguna Woods. During the ceremony, Rabbi Deborah Schuldenfrei had referred to "miracles of every day," and while she did not mention anyone by name, everyone knew she was referring to Arye. 

Contact the writer: 949-553-2914 or jrowe@ocregister.com
Editor’s note: Special thanks and hugs to the Kramsky family and Arye – CONGRATULATIONS! 
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	Vaccine News 




	4. Article A: 
	Bad News for Mercury Defenders 

	By DAVID KIRBY - From Huffington Post
Next June, when the Vaccine Trial of the Century gets underway in Federal Claims Court, government lawyers will defend the direct injection of toxic mercury into infant children by repeating the well-worn mantra that "five large population studies" in Europe and the US have completely exonerated the vaccine preservative thimerosal as a possible cause of autism. 

But now it seems they may need to tuck a "Plan B" into their Federal briefcase. 

Yesterday, UPI Senior Editor Dan Olmsted reported in his "Age of Autism" column that an NIH-led panel of experts has "identified several serious problems" plaguing the database used to produce the US vaccine study - the lynchpin of the "five large population studies" showing that organic mercury is just fine to shoot into kids. 

The expert panel report, signed by NIH Director Dr. Elias A. Zerhouni, was sent to Congress in response to a query from Sen. Joseph Lieberman and seven colleagues last February. They wanted to know if the US database, the Vaccine Safety Datalink (VSD), could be used to compare autism rates in kids before, during, and after the gradual removal of thimerosal, which began in roughly 2000. 

Unfortunately, the answer was a resounding "not really." A laundry list of "weaknesses" and "limitations" associated with the database would render such a comparative analysis "uninformative and potentially misleading," the panel said, (though it did suggest some excellent ways to re-approach the data going into the future). 

Some weaknesses had to do with changes in medical practices over time. But many of the limitations sprang directly from the poorly designed VSD study itself (which, by the way, cost taxpayers many millions of dollars a year). 

The panel was concerned about the way that autism diagnoses were made, and how accurately they were recorded by participating HMO's. It also questioned whether those HMO's offered adequate services for autism families, who might have sought alternative healthcare in more specialized settings. 

These and other problems could easily have contributed to an "under-ascertainment" of autism cases within the VSD. As I report in my book "Evidence of Harm," most of the VSD kids lived in California, where autism rates at the time were about 30-40 per 10,000 children. But within the VSD itself, the reported rate was just 11.5 per 10,000. 

The panel cited many other problems with the original VSD study design, particularly what it called "a large proportion, around 25%, of births excluded from the analysis." 

Government researchers claim they excluded one-quarter of the kids to eliminate "statistical noise." But the panel argued that these same children "may represent a susceptible population whose removal from the analysis" might unintentionally reduce "the ability to detect an effect of thimerosal." 

And there were still more "serious problems" to deal with. According to the panel, a proper study design should include prenatal factors such as maternal receipt of thimerosal-containing Rhogam (immune globulin) or "other vaccinations given during pregnancy," (including, by the way, the annual flu shot). 

Finally, panel members worried that thimerosal alone did not paint the full picture of "the cumulative exposure of a child to organic mercurials through diet or other environmental sources." In other words, panelists said, we need to look at "total mercury burden" when assessing autism risks, and not just the shots. 

All of these problems, as the panel put it mildly, "reduce the usefulness" of the VSD to prove or disprove a link between thimerosal and autism, (which happens to be precisely what the anti-mercury group SAFE MINDS told the government seven long years ago). 

Which brings us to another problem. The VSD study is constantly held up by public health officials as EXHIBIT A in the defense of injecting mercury into little kids. 

The study is perpetually cited by the CDC -- which conducted the study -- as the justification for keeping a neurotoxin in flu shots that the agency is currently imploring upon pregnant women and six-month-olds (who receive mercury on flu-shot days in quantities several times over the EPA limit). 

The VSD is cited by the American Academy of Pediatrics as proof that mercury in vaccines is just fine for kids, even while warning us that mercury in the air, water and fish is not. It is cited by drug companies who stand to lose billions and billions of dollars in litigation if a link to thimerosal is ever determined. It is cited by incoming House Government Reform Chairman Henry A. Waxman, an avid vaccine supporter, who now has the power to investigate this potential medical and political scandal, but almost certainly will chose not to do so. 

And, most importantly, the VSD study was the cornerstone of a 2004 report issued by the Institute of Medicine which not only ruled against a thimerosal-autism link, it took the extraordinary step of calling for a prompt end to all research into the matter. (And this despite an honest admonition from the VSD's lead investigator that his study was "neutral," and that it "found no evidence against an association.") 

Which leads us to Vaccine Court. Armed with the new NIH panel report, lawyers for families seeking monetary relief can now effectively disarm the most powerful arrow in the government's mercury-defense quiver - even before the opening gavel. 

This means that government lawyers will have to rely more heavily on the four remaining population studies, all conducted in Europe. Two were done in Denmark, where autism record keeping changed so radically during the study period that it "may have spuriously increased the apparent number of autism cases," after mercury was removed from Danish vaccines, according to the authors themselves. 

In fact, Dr. Irva Hertz-Picciotto, the UC Davis public health professor who chaired the expert panel, told Olmsted that the US study was actually "an improvement on other studies, including the two in Denmark, both of which had serious weaknesses in their designs." 

Then there is the fourth study, from Sweden, which only looked at autism cases that were diagnosed in hospital settings - a very low and wildly varying number each year. Of the five population studies, this is the probably the weakest and most easily dismissed, which is why you almost never hear about it. 

That leaves the UK (a recent Canadian study not presented to the IOM failed to prove or disprove a direct link between childhood autism and thimerosal use in Canada, despite claims to the contrary). 

There were actually two studies conducted in Britain (whose rates of thimerosal exposures and autism spectrum disorders roughly paralleled our own). Remarkably, both of them showed that children who got mercury in their shots were LESS likely to develop autism, leading the authors (some of whom had reported conflicts of interest with vaccine makers) to conclude that thimerosal had an apparent "neuro-protective" effect. That's right, according to the Brits, mercury is a wonder drug for kids. 

That ought to impress the judge. 

With so many holes shot through their "five large studies" defense, the government lawyers will be left to argue that autism is purely genetic, that there is no environmental component, and that the rates of illness have not "really" gone up. We are simply better at recognizing and diagnosing the disorder, that's all. 

Well, if that is the case, the mercury-defense lawyers should have no problem proving it. All they need do is produce irrefutable evidence that 1-in-166 American adults of ALL ages (and 1-in-104 men) fall somewhere within the autism spectrum disorder, at the same rate as kids. But they can't, and they won't. 

The government wants to defend its use of mercury in vaccines based on evidence drawn solely from epidemiological data ("population studies"), and highly questionable data at that. But its attorneys are trying to win their case in a Federal Court, and as Special Master Hastings, the presiding judge, must surely know, epidemiology is "not acceptable" to disprove causation, according to the Federal Court System. 

Instead, one must also consider biological studies (animal, clinical, test tube) when assessing causation. And that's where the plaintiffs will come to court armed with reams of published evidence - produced at Harvard, Columbia, Davis, etc., and printed in prestigious journals - to suggest a highly plausible biological mechanism that would link a known neurotoxin with a neuro-developmental disorder, one that has become epidemic, (and expensive) in America. 

Does the NIH report make it easier to claim that thimerosal harmed kids? Of course not. But it sure does make it harder to argue - let alone prove in a court of law - that it did not. 



	 




	4. Article B: 
	The report they are talking about? 

	Expert Panel Identifies Serious Gaps in VSD 
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CDC's Vaccine Safety Monitoring Database 
VSD is Ineffective in Investigating an Association Between Thimerosal and Autism 

November 14, 2006 — According to an expert panel convened to identify the strengths and weaknesses of the Vaccine Safety Datalink (VSD), developed by the CDC to monitor vaccine safety issues, there are several serious gaps and problems with the database. The effectiveness of this system for monitoring vaccine safety is in question. The National Immunization Program at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) launched the VSD program in 1990 utilizing large administrative databases maintained at individual managed care organizations (MCOs) which allow electronic linkage of detailed records of vaccine administration with diagnostic data from inpatient and outpatient visits. In theory, the VSD is a wonderful analytic tool, but in reality, the VSD only tracks the vaccine history of 3 percent of the US population, a population study so small that no conclusions can be concretely drawn. And the database was designed for administrative purposes rather than for research conclusions, thus presenting inherent flaws that do not conjure accurate data. 

On May 4, 2006, the experts met in Research Triangle Park, NC to discuss the feasibility of the VSD for data collection analysis. These experts included external scientists with expertise in autism clinical and epidemiologic research, biostatistics, toxicology, and risk assessment. Also included were representatives from major autism advocacy organizations. Conclusions drawn by the panel were undisputed—the VSD is not an accurate measure of autism rates linked to vaccinations due to several unaccounted factors in the VSD. For example, the number of false positives and missed cases as entered in the system is not indicative of the presence of autism or ASDs. Furthermore, differences across MCOs and service providers due to a lack of specific business requirements by the VSD falsify the records obtained. Additionally, prenatal exposures like exposure to thimerosal from Rho D immune globulins injections and flu vaccines routinely administered to pregnant mothers, which several studies have pinpointed to be a primary risk, are not considered in the database. 

The panel ultimately suggested alternative measures other than the VSD for determining the burden of thimerosal exposure in fetuses, infants and young children. Supplementation for the VSD data collected in the future was deemed critical— diagnostic assessments must be included as diagnostic codes may be inaccurate and differ from clinic by clinic. 

According to Lyn Redwood, President of SafeMinds, “public concern regarding the association between thimerosal and autism is on the rise exponentially and our government agencies must gain the confidence and trust of the public by accurate and appropriate research conducted by independent researchers without ties to the vaccine industry or government agencies so we can finally get unbiased and accurate answers. In addition the Institute of Medicine relied heavily on the finding of “no association” between thimerosal exposure and autism in their 2003 report using the VSD data which now has been determined to be inadequate and inaccurate for such investigations. This finding calls into question all previous studies looking at vaccine safety issues using this database. Also of concern is the fact that we are spending $15 million of dollars on a database that is so full of problems that it can not be used to accurately address vaccine safety issues. Click here to read the full report. 

Editors note: Special thanks to Safe Minds for everything to do with this issue! 



	 




	4. Article C: 
	Dan Olmsted – Three New Entries 

	All of Dan ’ s Age of Autism work can be found at this link http://www.theageofautism.com
The Age of Autism: 'Problems' in CDC data 

By DAN OLMSTED 
UPI Senior Editor 

WASHINGTON , Dec. 11 (UPI) -- For three years, the CDC has used a study conducted on its own Vaccine Safety Datalink to reassure parents that mercury in vaccines does not cause autism. Now a panel of government-appointed experts says there are "serious problems" with exactly the approach the CDC took. 

"I think what we're saying is that (study) wasn't the last word and that things need to be looked at again and perhaps with different methodology," chairwoman Irva Hertz-Picciotto told Age of Autism, which obtained a copy of the panel's report. 

Critics said that renders reassurances about the mercury preservative, called thimerosal, unconvincing. 

"How can health authorities, with a straight face, claim they have any evidence proving no connection after this report?" asked J.B. Handley, co-founder of Generation Rescue, an advocacy group that believes autism is essentially mercury poisoning by another name. 

"This is analogous to our government not finding WMD in Iraq after reassuring the world they would. It's a loss of credibility, and we are back at square one." 

The study -- often called the Verstraeten study for its principal author, Dr. Thomas Verstraeten -- used the Vaccine Safety Datalink maintained by the CDC to extract information from records kept by three health maintenance organizations. On its Web site, the CDC says: "(T)he results from this study suggest there is not a 'cause and effect' relationship between thimerosal and autism or ADD (attention deficit disorders)." 

But the database has weaknesses -- including different ways of diagnosing autism at different HMOs -- that make it hard to draw broad conclusions, the experts said. 

"The panel identified several serious problems that were judged to reduce the usefulness of an ecologic study design using the VSD to address the potential association between thimerosal and the risk" of autism, according to the report. An ecologic study -- analyzing groups rather than individuals -- was the approach the CDC used. 

"We actually just got the report and haven't had a chance to assess it," CDC spokesman Glen Nowak said Monday. "Our Office of Science will be working with our Immunization Safety Office in terms of where and how this fits into our research agenda. We've got a couple of other studies under way." 

Nowak said that the agency is working to eliminate all remaining thimerosal-containing shots as soon as possible, "so it wouldn't change where we want to go there, either." 

He added that limitations of the study were acknowledged by Verstraeten -- who subsequently said its findings were "neutral" and required follow-up. Nowak said several studies support the safety of thimerosal, and he noted the expert panel suggested other ways to look for a possible connection using the database, including comparisons of siblings of those diagnosed with autism. 

The panel was convened last May at Congress's request by the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, part of the National Institutes of Health. Congress wanted an independent opinion about whether the CDC's Vaccine Safety Datalink could be used to compare autism rates and vaccine mercury before and after thimerosal was phased out beginning in 1999. 

That wouldn't work, the panel said, partly because of changes over time, but also because of problems with the data. 

"I think there's more work to be done," said Hertz-Picciotto, a professor in the Department of Public Health at the University of California-Davis School of Medicine. She added it's unlikely that autism rates will decline significantly anytime soon. 

"It's an 'open question' whether anything about vaccines -- timing, dose, preservative -- is related to the rise in diagnoses," she said. 

The study was one of five key epidemiological studies cited by the prestigious Institute of Medicine when it concluded in 2004 that the evidence is against a link between thimerosal and autism. 

But Hertz-Picciotto said several of those studies had more problems than the one conducted with CDC data. 

"Some studies are stronger than others. The Verstraeten study was an improvement on other studies including the two in Denmark, both of which had serious weaknesses in their designs that limit what we can learn from them," she said. 

David Kirby, author of the book "Evidence of Harm" on the controversy over thimerosal and autism, said the Institute of Medicine report -- intended to bring the mercury-autism debate to a close -- is on shaky ground as well. 

"This is a strong blow at the very foundation of the 2004 IOM report, which builds its conclusion against causation largely on this (CDC vaccine safety) database. 

"I would also point out that all the weaknesses cited by the NIH (expert panel) were highlighted long ago by members of SafeMinds," a group that opposes mercury in medicine. 

Kirby said that in 1999, while the CDC's research was under way, SafeMinds' Lyn Redwood met with Verstraeten and raised the same issues: "under-ascertainment of cases, misreporting of data, ignoring prenatal exposure and a 25 percent exclusion rate" of children listed in the databases. 

Kirby predicted the Institute of Medicine will now face increased pressure to take a fresh look at thimerosal and autism. 

The expert panel's Hertz-Picciotto said research into autism has barely begun. 

"We know there's a major genetic component to autism, but genes cannot explain a rise over a short time period of a few decades," she said. 

"We also know that environment plays a significant part, and the scientific community is just beginning to search for what those factors and exposures are." 

The Age of Autism: What Newsweek missed

By DAN OLMSTED
http://www.sciencedaily.com/upi/index.php?feed=Science&article=UPI-1-2006112
0-16120900-bc-ageofautism.xml

WASHINGTON, Nov. 20 (UPI) -- Newsweek's cover story this week is about what happens to autistic kids when they grow up. The magazine does a good job of pointing to funding gaps and the plight of parents who can only imagine what will happen to their kids after they're gone.

But Newsweek fails to confront a key issue, one that bedevils mainstream publications every time they write about autism: Is it really increasing? Or are we just doing a better job of diagnosing the disorder?

Newsweek, without exactly saying it, comes down on the side of better diagnosis. " ... (M)ore sophisticated epidemiology has revealed the true magnitude of the problem," the magazine says. It also suggests the increase coincided with parents banding together "to raise awareness of a once rarely diagnosed, often overlooked disease."

Yet in a sidebar, Thomas Insel, director of the National Institute of Mental Health, says that as a psychiatrist in the 1970s he never saw a single person with autism. "In 1985, curiosity sent him searching; it took several phone calls to find a single patient," the article says.

Does today's "more sophisticated epidemiology" really square with Insel's experience? I don't believe it does; 1985 was hardly the dark ages of medical diagnosis. And autism was described as a distinct disorder more than 40 years before that -- concern already had arisen that it was becoming a trendy diagnosis, handed out too freely.

Yet Insel, obviously well-connected to the medical and psychiatric community, had to mount a virtual search party to find a single one?

The article goes on to say that NIMH is "newly interested in environmental factors that might set off the disorder in patients who are already genetically prone to it."

What does it mean to be "already genetically prone" to autism, yet have it triggered only after exposure to some outside factor? I'm not sure that makes sense. What does make sense is that some children might have a genetic inability to cope with that factor, triggering the "environmental insult" that leads to autism.

If such an exposure increased, it could certainly account for an increase in the autism rate. NIH officials are increasingly blunt about this, even if the media are not. At a recent meeting with a group of parents, according to several participants, the head of one NIH institute said: "There are no epidemic deniers here."

I'm told a second institute director said at another recent meeting that autism is primarily an "environmental" disease. An audience member's suggestion that genes alone explain the current rate was flatly dismissed by this official.

Because it doesn't connect the dots, Newsweek misses the point: We're in an epidemic, which is why the future of this generation is a crisis. The article's whole premise, however, inadvertently suggests the truth: There are now so many kids with autism -- "as many as 500,000 Americans under 21," the magazine says -- that caring for them as adults must be urgently addressed.

If there were already a comparable million-plus adults with the disorder, the issue would have been recognized years ago. To be sure, some autistic adults of all ages have been misdiagnosed over the years as retarded or mentally ill.

But if autism has held steady over the years, it shouldn't be hard to find thousands and thousands of clearly autistic people in their 30s, 40s, 50s -- even their 80s and 90s. The first child in the landmark 1943 study identifying autism, who was known as Donald T., is still alive at age 73. It was the striking uniqueness and novelty of such cases that prompted the study in the first place.

When NIMH's Insel went looking for cases in the 1980s, it seems autism was still pretty rare. It's not anymore -- as Newsweek points out, disorders on the autism "spectrum" now afflict as many as 1 in 166 children. Note: children. Where are the 1 in 166 autistic adults? 

Until we stop ignoring the obvious, we're never going to stop this epidemic -- and find new and better treatments for people already afflicted.

And that's the most urgent issue of all.

The Age of Autism: Still's and Pink's 

By DAN OLMSTED 
UPI Senior Editor 

WASHINGTON , Nov. 9 (UPI) -- Does it matter that Donald T., the first child diagnosed with autism in the 1930s, also had a rare and mysterious autoimmune disorder that nearly killed him? 

The disorder, called Still's disease, is a systemic form of juvenile rheumatoid arthritis (JRA) in which the immune system inexplicably attacks the body. The cause is unknown but might be some kind of outside exposure like a virus, experts say. 

As I've noted before, both Donald's arthritis and his autism appeared to improve significantly after treatment with gold salts, then a standard remedy for JRA. But doctors at Johns Hopkins Hospital, where Donald and 10 other children were first diagnosed with the distinct disorder called autism, never seemed to notice the possible connection. 

They credited gold salts with curing his JRA. But they believed the improvement in his autistic symptoms was due to an unlettered but loving farm couple Donald went to live with near his hometown in Mississippi -- at their suggestion. The clear implication was that Donald's own parents -- his father was a "brilliant" Yale-educated lawyer -- might have contributed to his autism through poor parenting or some other family dynamic. That kind of mistaken (and fundamentally arrogant) assumption has haunted the search for autism's cause ever since. 

But back to Still's disease, which beset Donald in 1947 when he was 12 years old and living with that farm couple. According to my interview with his brother in 2004, Donald's sudden illness was so baffling that even the Mayo Clinic couldn't diagnose it. Instead, a doctor in a nearby town finally suggested JRA based on a conversation with Donald's father, who told him, "It looks like Don's getting ready to die." 

Here's how Leo Eisenberg of Johns Hopkins described it in the 1956 scientific paper I recently came across: 

"The (farm) boarding arrangement had to be terminated when Donald ... developed an undiagnosed illness manifested by fever, chills, and joint pains. He became bedridden and developed joint contractures. On the basis of a tentative diagnosis of Still's disease, he was placed empirically on gold therapy with marked improvement. ... 

"The clinical improvement in his behavior, first observed during his rural placement, was accelerated during and after his illness and convalescence at home. He was able to enter and graduate from high school. At present he is doing well in his studies at a Junior College, where he was elected a class officer. He plans to attend a small local liberal arts college." 

Put aside the glaring lack of interest in gold salts' possible impact on Donald's autism, and focus instead on how strange this situation was. 

Because Donald's was the first case of autism ever formally diagnosed, trying to estimate its prevalence at the time is no easy thing. Suffice it to say that autistic children were rare; let's use the widely accepted early figure of 1 in 10,000 children (it's more like 40 per 10,000 today). 

Now, how rare is Still's disease? It looks to be even rarer, but for simplicity's sake let's put it at 1 in 10,000 as well. Doing the math -- 10,000 times 10,000 -- suggests that having the two separate disorders just by chance is a 1-in-a-billion shot. Effectively, Donald would have been the only person in America in 1947 who just happened to have both. 

And on top of that, he's autism's Case 1? 

Oh, brother. This does not compute. In search of answers, I went back and looked up Still's disease. It's named for Sir George Frederic Still, an English physician who first described it in 1887. One of the characteristics was a peculiar, transient "salmon-pink" rash. 

That reminded me of something -- Pink's disease. Pink's (also called Pink) was a mysterious and sometimes fatal affliction in children: "The symptoms include weepy red rash, peeling skin, lethargy, anaemia, sensitivity to light, respiratory distress and general ill health," according to the Pink Disease Support Group. Other sources refer to the "joint pains." It's fatal in about a quarter of cases. 

And what caused Pink's? 

"Pink Disease is babyhood mercury poisoning. Some babies are hyper-sensitive to mercury, and if those babies are exposed to mercury, they get Pink Disease. The most commonly used product containing mercury was teething powder, but other products frequently used on babies also contained mercury. 

"After it was discovered that mercury was the cause of Pink Disease in 1947, mercury was removed from all teething powders and Pink Disease became rare." 

An intriguing article from 1943 in the Journal of Pediatrics is titled "Pink Disease (Infantile Acrodynia)," the formal name of the disorder. One section begins, "The Nervous Child and Pink Disease. -- The manifestation of pink disease in older children ... has received comparatively little attention by the English-speaking word. ... 

"It is of interest that such children as these are disturbed emotionally; they are 'nervous children' and ... they conform to the 'nervous child' syndrome. " 

"The nervous child." I can't help but remember that the first scientific report of autism, by Leo Kanner at Hopkins, was in a journal called ... The Nervous Child. Nor can I forget how Donald's brother described the impact of the gold salts: "The nervous condition he was formerly afflicted with was gone. The proclivity toward excitability and extreme nervousness had all but cleared up." 

It was, he said, a "miraculous response to the medicine." 

I'm not suggesting Donald had Pink's disease. But I do wonder if his remarkable recovery across the board should have raised a lot more questions a long, long time ago. 



	 




	4. Article D: 
	THE OTHER SECRET BUSH COURT? 

	By DAVID KIRBY - From Huffington Post
Next year, a “Special Master” in an obscure Federal court known only to a few Americans will preside over a highly sensitive judicial matter of urgent national importance. The Bush Administration wants to hold the hearings in a sealed courtroom, off limits to the press and public, with stiff “sanctions” for any outsider who attempts to gain unauthorized access to the secretive proceedings within.

Terror trials in faraway Gitmo? Good guess. But these are vaccine trials on New York Avenue, in downtown Washington, at the U.S. Court of Federal Claims.

You may not know it, but there is an official federal “vaccine court,” 

where some 4,750 autism-related cases have been pending for years. 

Claimants believe the mercury-based vaccine preservative, thimerosal, and/or the MMR vaccine, contributed to their children’s autism, and they are seeking compensation from a special vaccine injury fund administered by the federal government.

The long-awaited autism vaccine trial will commence on June 11 in the courtroom of Special Master George Hastings. The plaintiffs and their attorneys have asked for complete transparency in every aspect of the tribunal, including public disclosure of all evidence and unhindered media access to the hearings. The few autism families whose medical records will be scrutinized as legal examples are waiving their right to privacy and confidentiality, so that their stories may finally be told in an open court of law.

But the DOJ (technically, the “defense”) has other plans. On November 3, the Department wrote to Hastings saying it “would oppose public access to the courtroom and public broadcast of the trial,” because such an arrangement. “would pose security and privacy concerns” for those in attendance.

Exactly whose privacy are they trying to protect? It can’t be the parents, because they don’t want privacy. The only party fretting about privacy is the DOJ itself, and presumably, the vaccine makers. 

(As for “security” concerns, isn’t that why we have court officers?).

The government may call this privacy, but I call it secrecy. In fact, there has been a long and unseemly history of secrecy when it comes to federal data on thimerosal and autism.

And let’s face it: People don’t hide something unless they have something to hide. 

Back in 2002, Health and Human Services lawyers quietly slipped into vaccine court to file a protection order to permanently seal all thimerosal-related documents. They proposed sanctions for any lawyer who shared the secret government information with autism families, the public or the press. All thimerosal data would be banned from use in future civil cases, and any materials already given to plaintiffs would be rounded up by federal agents and destroyed. The motion was withdrawn after appropriate public outcry.

Many of those federal documents pertained to an off-limits database called the Vaccine Safety Datalink (VSD), which tracks the medical records of hundreds of thousands of American children. Lawyers for the families have tried to gain access to the VSD for years, including a 2004 “Motion to Compel” that went nowhere.

In 2005, the Institute of Medicine issued a report slamming the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, which manages the VSD, for a “lack of transparency” in handling the data. Even more alarming, CDC officials testified that the original datasets they examined had “not been archived in a standard fashion,” meaning they were either lost, or destroyed. Take your pick.

If the disappearance of these datasets was intentional, that would be a clear violation of the federal Data Quality Act. No wonder the IOM urged vaccine officials to “seek legal advice” on the status of the missing records.

But those missing datasets could well have been a bonanza to attorneys for the autism parents. Now they are gone.

And, without access to any of the raw data to which government lawyers are privy, the families’ cases are woefully, and unconstitutionally, disadvantaged. In what other American court of law are defendants allowed access to evidence that is kept secret from plaintiffs?

Meanwhile, family lawyers have received 216,000 pages of discovery materials, sourced from federal agencies and private companies alike. 

They might well paint an incriminating portrait of thimerosal’s role in autism, and that may be why individuals face a $250,000 penalty for any paper that is leaked.

But some documents have already been leaked, including one published in the Los Angeles Times showing that Merck officials knew of the cumulative and alarmingly high levels of mercury in vaccines way back in 1991, but said nothing about it to anyone.

Are there other incriminating memos from Merck (or Lilly or Glaxo, etc.)? My sources indicate that there are, but we may never get to see them. And now, by barring public access to the trial, we may never get to hear them, either.

If the DOJ has its way, only claimants and their attorneys will be allowed to sit in the courtroom, or receive password-enabled access to a live audio webcast of the trial. The media will be barred, and so will everyone else. And though there will be an official written transcript, such documents are sometimes redacted, or even sealed, after the trial.

As a journalist, I will be subject to “sanctions” if I sit in on a webcast without authorization from the court. In fact, unauthorized access to the proceedings, according to the DOJ proposal, might lead to “termination of the webcast and closing of the courtroom.” 

What remains unclear is whether journalists will be prosecuted for interviewing families who have access to the webcast, or who attend the trial in person. But if I get arrested for hanging around outside the court with my pen and notepad, don’t blame me for trying.

Curiously, a final reason cited for barring reporters and others from vaccine court is that “opening the courtroom to the general public would make it more difficult for claimants themselves to attend.” I know plenty of parents who would gladly give up their seat for, say, Wolf Blitzer or Brian Williams, but the DOJ apparently hasn’t asked them.

I think it’s safe to say that the Bush Administration does not want this trial publicized. That seems curious to me. The entire thimerosal question will likely be left up to just one man: Special Master Hastings. Whether he decides for the parents, or for the DOJ, his ruling will forever be considered within a vacuum, subject to intense criticism from either side, unless he agrees that all thimerosal evidence should at long last be made public.

I hope he rules that his courtroom is not Guantanamo. These parents, and the public at large, deserve no less. 



	 




	5. 
	UPCOMING TACA ACTIVITIES! 

	 

 

Monthly Fun: 
Just for FUN – once a month 
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Come Join your TACA friends at PUMP IT UP in Huntington Beach, Rancho Cucamonga, Sorrento Valley and newly added Lake Forest
Click here for the schedule 



	 




	6.
	Calling ALL SUPER PARENTS – TACA Mentors are needed! 

	TACA is in great need for additional mentors throughout California. If TACA has helped you and you are a parent in the autism journey over one year – we could use your time and effort to mentor new families.

Remember the start of your journey? Parents struggle with where to start, resources in your area and just to have someone there to answer questions via phone or email about autism who underst ands what it is like to have a child affected. We could really use your assistance for these newbie families.

Typically the questions you will be asked are: 

· What did you do for your child? 

· What resources do you like (school resources, local autism non public agencies – like speech therapists / ABA providers and other providers) 

· How to start biomedical treatments (again, you are not a doctor, just a friend providing suggestions and information about your journey.) 

· How to start the Gluten free/Casein free diet (you may not be an expert here, but help them navigate the TACA web site and get them to the shopping list they can buy at their neighborhood store.) 

· Support!! 

Please remember: you don’t have to be an expert in all areas – what most people want is you to be a friend that underst ands how they feel. You don’t have to know the answers to all the questions. Just the place to start.

More about TACA mentors: 

TACA has a parent mentor program that is available to TACA members in need. TACA parent mentors are volunteers located in your school district/neighborhood or are close by. These TACA volunteers wish to assist new families to help decrease their learning curve in many topics as it relates to Autism. The goal is getting all our children to the best they can be and in achieving the best possible outcome.

If this sounds of interest to you, I recommend you read:
Mentor Guidelines: http://www.tacanow.com/mentor_guidelines.htm
Mentor Program Frequently asked questions: http://www.tacanow.com/mentor.htm
Parent Mentor agreement: http://www.tacanow.com/mentor_agreement.pdf
Finally: How are mentors introduced? I introduce you to your mentor via email only once I receive the signed parent mentor agreement from the family that needs a parent mentor. It is up to you if you wish to meet or share phone numbers. Many families h andle the mentor relationship by email for the most part and some via the phone. The desired method of communication is up to you.

Over the past six years, I have mentored over 100 families. It has been the most rewarding time on my TACA journey. It can be for your family, too. If you wish to sign up to be a mentor, all you need to do is RESPOND YES to this request!

If you have questions or concerns and want to be a TACA mentor, always feel free to call me at 949-640-4401 or email me any time. Please remember if I have more TACA mentors like your family, I can do more to help families overall in California. Thank you for your time. 



	 




	7.
	Vendor Announcements

	Autism Research Institute Latest Updates 

1.  We recently uploaded two historical autism videos to www.Autism-RecoveredChildren.org. One video shows an ADOS (Autism Diagnostic Observation Schedule–Generic) assessment on an autistic child before and after DAN! biomedical intervention. The ADOS is considered by many to be the "gold standard" procedure to diagnose autism. According to Dr. Caroline Gomez, the co-Director of the Auburn University Autism Center, this is the first child in her 20-year career who lost an autism diagnosis.  

The second video, which is divided into four parts, contains the presentations from our Recovered Children Parent Forum. The forum was held last month at our Defeat Autism Now! Conference in Seattle, Washington. In the video, eight parents describe their children prior to DAN! biomedical intervention, list some of the treatments they tried, and then describe how their children are doing now.  Before-and-after films of the children are integrated throughout the videos.

2. We recently expanded our publication list. This includes the presentations from our Physician's Training course (4-DVD set) and the presentations from our Nurse's Training course (4-DVD set). We are also selling two new books, Stephen Shore's 'Understand Autism for Dummies' and Dr. Melvin Kaplan's 'Seeing Through New Eyes.'  Stephen Shore is an excellent writer with a good grasp of the issues that matter most to parents. Dr. Kaplan's work was recently described in our latest quarterly newsletter, the Autism Research Review International. To learn more about Dr. Kaplan's work, you can read Dr. Steve Edelson's interview with him at: http://www.autism.org/interview/kaplan.html


NO INTEREST Loans for Special Need Families (LA & Orange Counties) 

Dear Families,

The Jewish Free Loan Association continues to provide a unique and invaluable resource to the Los Angeles Community, particularly through the Children with Special Needs Loan Fund. By offering interest-free loans up to $10,000, JFLA helps alleviate the financial strain that families face when caring for a child with special needs. 

JFLA is a non-profit, non-sectarian agency founded in 1904, offering interest-free and fee-free loans for a variety of needs. The Children with Special NeedsLoan Fund helps residents of Los Angeles and Orange County with:

· Diagnostic Expenses; 

· Therapy including speech and language, occupational, physical and behavioral; 

· Funding for behavioral supports, shadows and/ or inclusion specialists; 

· Providing a bridge loan to cover expenses while families await reimbursement from Regional Center. 

JFLA continues to meet its original mission of helping people to help themselves. There is currently over $6 million in loans throughout the community, with a repayment rate greater than 99 percent.

If you or someone you know is in need of an interest-free loan, please contact us for more information. You can contact me directly by phone or email at (323) 761-8830 ext. 107 or at shelly@jfla.org. 

Sincerely, 
Shelly Meyers 
Loan Analyst / Program Manager 
Jewish Free Loan Association 


Creative Solutions For Autism now provides Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy (HBOT) in Home Service. 
With this service, a trained technician conveniently delivers and installs a portable, soft chamber in your home.  In addition, every treatment session is assisted by a qualified therapist, who oversees chamber operation for the duration of the treatment session, ensuring proper use and care. 

What you need: 

· A prescription from a physician
Prescription should include the following: 

· Patient’s name 

· Total number of treatments recommended 

· Total number of weekly sessions recommended 

For more information, please contact Dr. Denise Eckman or Asha Bhakta at info@creativesolutionsforautism.com. 



	 




	8. 
	Books & Web sites 

	Please check back for updates next enews. 


	 




	9. 
	FUN ACTIVITIES: 

	Please check back for updates next enews. 


	 




	10.
	Conferences 

	BERARD AUDITORY INTEGRATION TRAINING
Tuesday, December 19, 2006 at: 
The Center for Autism and Related Disorders (CARD)
This is not the “listening program” or “therapeutic listening” – we do not give you CD’s to take home. We offer Berard AIT, an individualized, powerful, professionally supervised program. Berard AIT has over 30 years of scientific research and over 25 clinical studies documenting its effectiveness as an educational and therapeutic intervention. 
Berard AIT is a 10-day noninvasive auditory technique which may help an individual hear all frequencies more evenly, improve auditory processing, and decrease hyper or hypo-sensitivity to specific environmental or speech sounds. AIT has been used successfully with individuals with autism spectrum disorders, PDD, dyslexia, learning disabilities, hearing sensitivities, auditory processing challenges, attention deficit disorders and behavior challenges. 
T. Silverman, Training and Consultation has provided Berard AIT to families in communities throughout Southern California for 12 years. Our staff is well trained professionally and has over 60 years of combined experience working with individuals with autism spectrum disorders and developmental disabilities. We are happy to announce that we are planning an AIT session in San Diego at the end of December 2006. 
Amazing Door Prizes will be awarded 
December 19, 2006, 6-8 p.m. 
The Center for Autism and Related Disorders (CARD) 
7297 Ronson Road , Suite H 
San Diego , CA 92111
PLEASE RSVP: 858-278-6603 
For more information about Berard AIT, contact: 
T. Silverman, Training and Consultation at 262-569-7828

www.aitforyou.com

 HYPERLINK "mailto:terries@execpc.com"  terries@execpc.com


Grandparent Autism Network 

1100 Irvine Blvd., #202
Tustin , CA 92780-3529
(714) 573-1500 gangrandma@cox.net 
The Grandparent Autism Network 
is pleased to invite the Orange County Community 
to a presentation by David Amaral, Ph.D., 
professor in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences 
at UC Davis and Director of Research at the M.I.N.D. Institute 
(Medical Investigation of Neurodevelopmental Disorders). 
Dr. Amaral’s database of clinical, behavioral and genetic information on 1,800 children with autism and his research on the brains of children with autism have received international recognition. 
This event is sponsored by GAN and there is no charge for admission. 
" M.I.N.D. Over Matter 

Biomedical Approaches to Understanding and Treating Autism
Presented by David Amaral, Ph.D. 
Thursday, January 25, 2007
10 a.m. – Noon 
Temple Beth Sholom 
2625 N. Tustin Ave. 
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
(Corner of Tustin Avenue and Fairhaven) 


Anaheim Autism/Aspergers Conference 
February 10-11, 2007

Anaheim Convention Center

Featuring national speakers: 

· Cathy Pratt – Autism Education Expert 

· Andrew Wakefield – World-Famous Gastroenterologist 

· Jeff Bradstreet – International Autism/DAN! Physician 

· Doreen Granpeesheh (CARD) – Basic & Advanced ABA 

· James Adams – Nutritional Supplements and Chelation 

· And many other great speakers and topics! 

For Parents, Teachers, SLPs, 
Other Professionals and Individuals on the Spectrum

Organized by: Autism Conferences 
Co-sponsored by:
· Arizona State University - Autism/Aspergers Research Program 

· ASC (Autism Society of California) 

· CALNAA (CA – National Autism Association) 

· CAN (Cure Autism Now) 

· CARD (Center for Autism and Related Disorders) 

· Future Horizons * Kirkman Labs 

· TACA (Talk About Curing Autism) 

Certificates of Attendance available for Professional Certification (7 hours/day) 
CEU's for Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists (7 hours/day)
(Continuing Professional Development Provider approved by CA SLP-Audiology Board)
Practical advice to improve the lives of people with Autism/Aspergers! 


Saturday February 10 
7:30 Registration and coffee/juice 

8:30 Welcome 

8:45 20 Tips for Improving Behavior at Home and School:Cathy Pratt, Ph.D., will address practical strategies for addressing challenging behaviors across multiple environments.   Ideas and suggestions for teaching alternative behaviors and creating positive behavioral environments will be highlighted. 
10:15 Break and View Exhibits

10:45 Breakout Session 1 
· Basic Overview of Biomedical Treatments for Autism- Jeff Bradstreet, M.D., will discuss the major biological problems in autism, how to test for them, and how to treat them. Discussion will include oxidative stress, inflammation, gut problems, special diets, and more.   

· Educating Students with the Most Significant Disabilities-Cathy Pratt, Ph.D. Students who have significant disabilities or who are considered as "low functioning" may require special considerations in educational programming.   This session discusses curricular issues, placements options, behavioral programming, and overall educational strategies that address challenges related to communication and other learning difficulties. 

· Educating Children with Autism in General Education Classrooms: Planning for a  Successful School Year - Rick Clemens, M.A ., provides the foundational concepts and understandings for the successful inclusion of children with ASD.  This session will include information about necessary supports and programming to support students and to support their teachers in assuring a quality education for all.  

12:15 Lunch (on your own); view exhibits 

1:30 Breakout Session 2 
· Advanced Biomedical Treatments for Autism-Jeff Bradstreet, M.D., will discuss promising new treatments for autism, including hyperbaric oxygen therapy, oxytocin, anti-inflammatory medications (spironolactone), anti-viral therapies, and immune system support (ACTOS, LDN). He will include some of the latest research results by himself and others. 

· Using ABA to Teach Skills in the Classroom and at Home– Doreen Granpeesheh, Ph.D., will discuss the successful use of Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) methods to teach skills and language, both in the classroom and at home. 

· Learning Social Skills Through Play:  Life's Most Important Skill Made Fun!   - Rick Clemens, M.A.,  discusses the need for play in the lives of children with autism, the barriers to play and the practical strategies to facilitate play between children with autism and their typically developing peers.  A model program currently being utilized by many of the state's regional centers will also be reviewed. 

3:00 Break and View Exhibits 

3:30 Breakout Session 3 
· Nutritional Supplements for Autism – James Adams, Ph.D., and Tapan Audhya, Ph.D., will provide recommendations for nutritional supplements for children with autism, including vitamins, minerals, amino acids, and essential fatty acids. These recommendations are based on the latest research by themselves and others, and the clinical experience of DAN! physicians. 

· Using ABA to facilitate Biomedical Interventions–Doreen Granpeesheh, Ph.D, will review practical applications of ABA for parents, and will offer guidelines and effective treatment protocols to facilitate 4 biomedical interventions: Pill Swallowing, Feeding, Desensitization to HBOT chamber, and IV treatments. Data from several children will be presented to support these protocols. 

· Preparing for the Future: Practical Considerations for Transition Planning–Cathy Pratt, Ph.D. As part of educational programming, the question should always be...what are we aiming for?   What outcomes do we hope to achieve for the individual and how do we ensure that they are prepared for the future? In this session, the role of transition planning will be discussed.  In addition, behavioral, academic and support ideas during the school years in preparation for adulthood will be addressed. 

5:00 End 




Sunday February 11 
7:30 Registration and coffee/juice 

8:30 Welcome 

8:45 Gut Problems in Children with Autism, and How to Treat Them - Andrew Wakefield, M.D., will discuss research published by his group and others that clearly demonstrate that many children with autism have major gut problems. He will also discuss the scientific evidence that suggests measles virus may be a cause of some of those problems. Finally, he will discuss the latest gut treatments being used at Thoughtful House that are helping many children recover from gut disease.

10:15 Break/View Exhibits 

10:45 Breakout Session 4:
· Enhancing Communication at School and Home  -  Teresa Cardon, MA, CCC-SLP Create communication environments to encourage children to initiate and communicate! Specific techniques and strategies, along with video clips, will be introduced so that participants will be able to create communication friendly environments! 

· IEP Basics - Mark Woodsmall, J.D. This workshop, geared for parents but valuable for all participants in the IEP process, provides helpful tips & suggestions for a successful IEP meeting. 

· The Role of Infections, Environmental Toxins and Dietary Proteins on Mucosal and Cell-Mediated Immunity in Autism– Ari Vodjani, Ph.D., will discuss research by his group and others on how infections, toxins, and allergic foods can affect the gut and the immune system of children with autism. He will discuss how medical testing can be used to guide appropriate treatments. 

12:15 Lunch (on your own) 

12:30 Dad’s only Lunchtime Meeting – Fathers of children with autism will have an open discussion about their personal challenges and successes. 

1:30 Breakout Session 5
1) Autism, Mercury, and Chelation – James Adams, Ph.D., will discuss the evidence linking mercury and other toxic metals to autism, give recommendations for chelation therapy based on the DAN! Consensus Report, and discuss the preliminary results of his chelation treatment study with DMSA and glutathione at Southwest College of Naturopathic Medicine. 

2) Let’s Talk Emotions – Teresa Cardon, MA, CCC-SLP, will discuss teaching children about intellectual empathy.  Together you will explore what to do with all of those abstract feelings and emotions, including friendship, anxiety, frustration, rage, and more.

3) IEP Advanced – Goal Writing & Assessments - Mark Woodsmall, J.D. This workshop provides helpful tips & suggestions for successful goal writing. This workshop is the second part in the series. 

3:00 Break/View Exhibits 

3:30 Breakout Session 6 
· Parents of Recovered Children- Lisa Ackerman (TACA) will moderate a panel of parents whose children have greatly improved or recovered from autism due to biomedical and other interventions. Inspirational! 

· Practical Approaches to Teaching Social Cognition and Executive Function to Children with Autism– Vince Redmond, MA, MFT . - Executive functioning and social cognition can be directly trained with a behavioral approach, producing significant clinical improvement. This presentation draws from scientific principles of learning and motivation but is targeted toward parents and professionals. 

· Special Needs Trusts:  Basics and Common Mistakes to Avoid - Elizabeth McCoy, Esq., will explain why it is important to set up a Special Needs Trust for your child; how a Special Needs Trust can protect your child’s ability to receive Medi-Cal and SSI; how to avoid some of the biggest mistakes people make regarding estate planning for children with Autism; and recent changes to the law that affect the drafting and administration of Special Needs Trusts. 

5:00 End 

Wonderful Keynote Speakers! 
Cathy Pratt, Ph.D., is the Director of the Indiana Resource Center for Autism at the Indiana Institute on Disability and Community and teaches at Indiana University.   She lectures internationally and consults on behalf of children and adults across the autism spectrum.  Currently, Dr. Pratt serves as Chair of the Board of the National Autism Society of America.  
Andrew Wakefield, M.D., is a gastroenterologist who is one of the leading researchers on gastrointestinal problems in children with autism. His published research in top scientific journals has played a major role in establishing that many children with autism do have major gut disease. His work has provided substantial scientific evidence that measles may play a major role in gastrointestinal disease in children with autism, and he has bravely continued those rigorous scientific investigations despite substantial controversy. He is a physician who listens to his patients.

Many Breakout Speakers! 
· James B. Adams, Ph.D., is a professor at Arizona State University, an adjunct Professor at Southwest College of Naturopathic Medicine, and father of a child with autism. His research is focused on nutritional abnormalities/treatments and mercury/heavy metal toxicity and treatments. 
· Tapan Audhya, Ph.D., is a research professor of biochemistry at New York University, and technical director of Vitamin Diagnostics, a laboratory which specializes in nutritional assessments. He has conducted many studies to measure and treat nutritional abnormalities in children with autism. 

· Jeff Bradstreet, M.D., devotes his practice to helping thousands of children with autism and related disorders. He is director of the International Child Development Research Center, and conducts research studies on tests and treatments for autism, including chelation, hyperbaric oxygen, and more. He is also the father of a boy who is recovering from autism. 

· Teresa Cardon, M.A. CCC-SLP is Director of Speech Language Pathology at the Southwest Autism Research and Resource Center.  She is the author of Initiations and Interactions (2006) and Let's Talk Emotions (2004).  Teresa has written many articles on communication strategies and early intervention techniques for children with autism.  Teresa is currently pursuing her PhD. in Speech & Hearing Science at Arizona State University. 

· Rick Clemens, M.A,  Founder/Director of Inclusive Education and Community Partnership (IECP). Rick has been a classroom teacher, educational consultant, and a leader in including children with autism into school, play, and the community since 1985.  IECP works with hundreds of ASD children each year in inclusive school/community settings providing behavioral, social, and academic supports. 

· Doreen Granpeesheh, Ph.D., is founder and Clinical Director of The Center for Autism and Related Disorders (CARD), which provides ABA services for over 5000 children. Dr. Granpeesheh is a licensed Psychologist and a Board Certified Behavior Analyst. 

· Elizabeth C. McCoy, Esq., has practiced law in California since 1997, primarily in the area of estate planning with emphasis in Special Needs Trusts, and is a frequent speaker on the topic.  

· Vince Redmond, Jr., M.A., has been with the Center for Autism and Related Disorders (CARD) for over 13 years, and as a Senior Managing Supervisor, oversees CARD’s Garden Grove, Torrance, and Bakersfield sites, including both basic ABA therapy and numerous specialty programs. 

· Ari Vodjani, Ph.D., is president of Immunosciences Laboratories, which specializes in immunology testing including food allergies. He has published several research studies on immune system problems in autism. 

· Mark Woodsmall, J.D., is a partner in the legal firm of Woodsmall & Petrovich, LLP based in Los Angeles. Mr. Woodsmall focuses his practice in the areas of Special Education and Family Law, and is a parent of a child with autism. www.woodsmallpetrovich.com 

This will be a great conference – don’t miss it! 

Registration: At www.autism-conferences.com (preferred) or send in the form below
Name:_________________ Email : ___________________ Phone ________________________ 

Address City State Zip__________________________________ 

Early Bird Registration: Registered and Paid by January 30, 2006 Regular Registration: after January 30, 2006 
Our Regional Center Vendor # PD 1605. 
If Regional Center is paying for your registration, add the following information: (contact your service coordinator) 

Client’s Name Last: ______ First RC Client # ____________________ 

Name of Regional Center________________ (please include this registration form with all PO’s from regional centers) 

Autism/Asperger’s Conference 
Saturday Feb. 10 Early Regular 
Sunday Feb. 11 Early Regular 
Both days 
Saturday & Sunday 
Early Regular 
Total Amount 
Parent 
$90 
$100 
$90 
$100 
$150 
$170 
 
2 nd Family Member 
$75 
$85 
$75 
$85 
$130 
$150 
 
Professional 
$120 
$130 
$120 
$130 
$180 
$200 
 
Respite/ Hab/Student * 
$50* 
$60* 
$50* 
$60* 
$75* 
$90* 
* 
People with Autism/Asp. 
$20 
$25 
$20 
$25 
$30 
$40 
 
Refunds: 75% prior to February 7; no refunds after February 7 

Total Amount 
  

Financial aid available for low-income families. To qualify, send copy of your income tax return (front page only) with registration.

For Respite/Hab rate, include a letter from agency stating you work with autisticchildren/adults, and that your salary 
is below $15/hour. Register only by mail. 
For Student rate, include copy of your transcript showing that you are taking 12 or more credits. Register only by mail.
Checks: Make payable to Autism Conferences ~ Visa/Master Card Number: _______________________________ 
Exp. Date ___________ Amount: Signature_____________________________________ 
· Mail to Autism Conferences, 1340 E. Vinedo Ln, Tempe, AZ 85284 or fax to (480) 831-2047 

· Questions? Email us at autismconferences@gmail.com or call us at (480) 831-2047 

· Exhibitors: email exhibitors@autism-conferences.com or call 562-864-3049 or fax 562-864-6508 

· Location: Anaheim Convention Center, 800 West Katella Ave., Anaheim, CA, 92802 

· Directions: Go to www.anaheimconventioncenter.com, or use www.mapquest.com, or call (714) 765-8950. 

· Parking: $9/day at Convention Center 

· Hotels: 
· Comments from Previous Attendees: 
· “Great conference – great cross category of speakers.” - Parent 

· “2 days very well spent! I received a lot of information useful to the clinic where I work!!” - Psychologist 

· “Loved the conference because of the teachable techniques” – Mental health provider 

· “I did learn a lot – thanks!” - Teacher 

· “This was excellent. I was very pleased.” Speech-language pathologist 

· “The handouts are really good.” - Parent 



	 




	11.
	Personal Note: 

	Special thanks to everyone with prayers, thoughts, cards and emails about my mom. Her passing leaves a huge hole in our family and your kindness has been very helpful. Thank you all. 

And did you see the latest TACA “PRINTED” newsletter? It should be in your hands by now. If you are not on the TACA mailing list (and yes we do things besides email about 3-4 times a year), take the time and email us your information. Please email to tacanow@cox.net: 

Your address, city, state & ZIP Code
What school district you belong to 

The year is rapidly coming to a close and I have a lot to be thankful for and look back to in my family. I am truly blessed. I also am thankful of the now 50 TACA families who have recovered children. We are fortunate that many of the traditional therapies and biomedically based interventions work for a lot of kids in improving their lives. We thoroughly rejoice for the children who have recovered and for their families. In the meantime, TACA has about 2,900 more children to go. You can expect in 2007 we will have a lot of work to do and it has been a pleasure to be the TACA team leader. 

Your friend on the journey, 

Lisa A, Jeff & Lauren’s mom, Glen’s wife

And Editor: Kim Palmer (thanks Kim!) 



	 




	Web Page for TACA Group: www.tacanow.com
check it out and let me know your thoughts at TACAnow@cox.net
Talk About Curing Autism (TACA) provides general information of interest to the autism community. The information comes from a variety of sources and TACA does not independently verify any of it. The views expressed herein are not necessarily TACA’s. TACA does not engage in lobbying or other political activities.
P.S. TACA e-new s i s now sent to 2,746 people! Number of TACA families we serve: 2,100


	


